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Mr. Chair,  

Honourable members of the Bureau,  

Distinguished panellists and delegates, 

Belgium is pleased to share with you the steps it has taken to further implement the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The first Belgian report on 

the implementation of the UNCRPD has been examined by the Committee in September 

2014. Dialogue between members of the Committee and members of the Belgian delegation 

was indeed constructive and the final observations as well as alternative reports of civil 

society and of the independent mechanism will serve as guidelines for the further 

implementation of the UNCRPD in Belgium.  

This year again, important topics are on the agenda of this Conference and Belgium would 

like to share the following views. 

With regard to poverty reduction, recent Belgian studies indicate that more than one out 

of three persons with disabilities who receive benefits are living below the European poverty 

threshold. In line with the Convention’s mainstreaming principle, also known as 

‘handistreaming’, public policies aimed at combating poverty should therefore integrate the 

specific context of persons with disabilities, including among others, disability-related 

expenses, mobility issues and other factors which constitute a barrier to social inclusion at 

all stages of their life. Inclusivity for persons with disabilities means access to education, 

adapted housing and employment. 

Mr. Chair, 

Persons with disabilities not only risk living in poverty, they are also often excluded from 

society due to lack of access to places, information and services and they face multiple 

and intersecting forms of discrimination. This is even more so for women and girls, 

who are twice as likely than women without disabilities at risk of becoming victims of 

violence and sexual abuse during their life-time. Later this week a Panel debate will address 

this issue. Belgium hopes that attention will be paid to sexual and reproductive health and 



rights, including the right to family planning and maternal health-care for women with 

disabilities. 

Social protection is a priority for Belgium in the discussions on the post-2015 agenda. In 

this context, Belgium organized  in April this year in cooperation with the International 

Labour Organization a conference on the theme "Social Protection in the Post-2015 

Agenda"to make a clear case for the important role social protection plays in all policies. 

Investing in social protection for all, including persons with disabilities, makes economic 

sense: when people are allowed to actively participate in society, they make a positive and 

meaningful contribution. Social protection for all must remain a priority in the 

implementation of the development agenda at  the national and international level. With 

regard to the drafting of the global development agenda for post-2015, Belgium welcomes 

the work carried out the last few years to ensure appropriate inclusion of persons with 

disabilities and by showing respect for the Convention’s fundamental principles. It is 

essential that a maximum number of general objectives integrate the disability perspective. 

We need,  therefore, to commit ourselves to ensure that the context of persons with 

disabilities is taken into account in the implementation of those objectives. Monitoring the 

objectives will demand indicators in the fields of education, employment, poverty reduction, 

urban development or gender. It is essential to integrate these objectives in a multi-year 

action plan subject to regular review. Mr Chair, to make the global development agenda 

truly inclusive of persons with disabilities, let me highlight three guiding principles: (1) let 

us make better use of data in relation to disability; (2) we need to consolidate the 

participation of civil society in a structured way; and (3) let us strengthen international 

cooperation pursuant to article 32 of the Convention.  

Mr Chair, 

Belgium looks forward to a fruitful debate on furthering the rights of persons with 

disabilities, to that effect my delegation stands ready to engage actively in 2 side-events 

and several panel debates this week. 

Thank you. 

 


