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Mr. Secretary General,  

Excellencies, 

Distinguished guests, 

I would like to thank His Excellency Ambassador Mukerji for hosting this commemorative 

event to mark the 100th anniversary of the beginning of the First World War and for inviting 

Belgium to take part in it. 

The First World War has had a profound impact on Belgium and remains in the collective 

memory of all Belgians. Throughout my country, many ceremonies are being held to 

commemorate the terrible battles and the atrocities that took place one hundred years ago 

and to remember all those who sacrificed their lives and were affected by the war. The 

memory of the Great War is also kept alive throughout Belgium in many museums, historic 

sites and war cemeteries. On August 9 and 10, the Security Council paid a visit to Belgium 

and was briefed in the cities of Dinant, Leuven and Ieper on the devastating effects of this 

war on our country and its population. 

On behalf of the Belgian people and government, I would like to express our deep 

appreciation for your initiative, Excellency, to release a photo publication of War Memorials. 

The book is a special tribute to the many soldiers who fought in the First World War. It is 

important to keep their memory alive. 

One of the memorials included in the publication is the Menin Gate in Ieper, West-Flanders, 

Belgium. This selection is particularly fitting. The medieval town and it surrounding area was 

the scene of the most horrific battles during the Great War. It was in Ieper, during the First 

World War, that chemical warfare was used for the first time in history. The town was 

completely destroyed. Almost half a million people from all corners of the world died in the 

trenches of West-Flanders between 1914 and 1918. Among them Indians, Canadians, 

Australians, New-Zealanders, South-Africans, Moroccans, Algerians, Tunisians, Senegalese, 

French, British, Germans, Chinese, Jamaicans and Belgians. 

The Menin Gate is one of the most important Commonwealth war memorials in Belgium. 

The memorial site was officially inaugurated in 1927. Tens of thousands of soldiers passed 



through this gate on their way to the front. Many of them sadly never to return. The gate 

displays the name of 54.896 Commonwealth soldiers missing between the outbreak of the 

war and 15 August 1917. Because the gate was too small to include the names of all the 

fallen soldiers, those who were killed after this date are commemorated on the panels of the 

Tyne Cot Cemetery nearby the town of Passendale. There are nearly 35.000 of them. The 

remains of tens of thousands of missing soldiers have never been found or identified. Since 

1928, every evening at 8 o’ clock, under the Menin Gate, local volunteers sound the Last 

Post in honor of the fallen soldiers. It is an act of gratitude which we all owe to those who 

fought to restore peace. They should never, never be forgotten. 

 


