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INVITATION 
Ministerial Side-Event 

 

“Prevention of Genocide: Divided Societies and Election-

Related Violence” 
 

Thursday, September, 26
th

 2013 

1:15 – 2:30 pm., Conference Room 6, UN North Lawn Building, New York 

The Permanent Missions of Ghana and Belgium, in collaboration with the United Nations 

Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect, are organizing a ministerial-

level side-event on the prevention of genocide with a focus on the prevention of election-

related violence. 

 

 

IMPORTANT ! – Registration: Please take note of important information at the end of this invitation 

 

Program: 

 

1.15 pm: Opening speech – H.E. Didier Reynders, Minister for Foreign Affairs of 

Belgium 

 

1.25 pm: A Ghanaian perspective – H.E. Hanna Serwaa Tetteh, Minister for Foreign 

Affairs of Ghana 

 

1.35 pm: Electoral violence: preventing incitement to atrocity crimes – H.E. Adama 

Dieng, Under-Secretary-General / Special Adviser of the Secretary-General 

on the Prevention of Genocide 

 

1.45 pm: Early Elections and the Return to War – Pr. Jack Snyder, Robert and Renée 

Belfer Professor of International Relations, Political Science Department, 

Columbia University 

 

1.55 pm: Agnès Callamard, Executive Director, Article 19 

 

2.05 pm: Questions & Answers 

 

2.30 pm: End 
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Concept Note : 

 

2014 will mark the twentieth anniversary of the genocide in Rwanda. Since the adoption at the World 

Summit in 2005 of the concept of the responsibility to protect, which sets out the responsibility of States 

and the international community to prevent genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against 

humanity, much has been done to operationalise it, including through the work of the UN Office on 

Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect.  In his August report on the responsibility to 

protect, the Secretary-General of the United Nations suggested steps that could be undertaken at the 

national level to invigorate atrocity prevention efforts.  Sharing experiences was one of them.  This 

year’s side-event intends to contribute to this endeavour by focusing on the prevention of genocide in 

the context of the organization of elections, a potentially risky period. 

 

Although elections are an indispensable tool for democratization processes, they can also act as a 

catalyst for existing tensions and trigger conflicts.  In this regard, a number of key factors are of 

importance, among others: the choice of the electoral system; the existence of a consultative approach; 

the establishment of a level playing field for all participants; the independence, professionalism and 

competence of election management bodies; the administration of electoral justice; and measures to 

prevent incitement to violence, including through the media.  The fostering of good governance and of 

the rule of law is, thus, crucial in ensuring the fairness of electoral outcomes, peace and stability. 

 

Taking stock of various experiences, the Belgian and Ghanaian Ministers for Foreign Affairs will provide 

their national perspective on the prevention of genocide and election-related violence, while the Special 

Adviser of the Secretary General on the Prevention of Genocide will offer his specific views.  Two 

renowned experts, Agnès Callamard and Jack Snyder, will also take the floor to give an overview of the 

different tools available, during the election process, to prevent violence.  The audience will be invited 

to interact with all panelists. 

 

 

 

Speakers : 

 

Hanna Serwaa Tetteh 

 

 

Honourable Ms. Hanna Tetteh is the Minister of Foreign Affairs 

and Regional Integration of the Republic of Ghana; she is also the 

Member of Parliament for the Awutu-Senya West Constituency 

in the Central Region. Prior to her appointment as Foreign 

Minister in February of this year she was the Minister of Trade & 

Industry for the entire four-year period in the previous term of 

the Government of the National Democratic Congress. 

 

In her previous position as Minister of Trade & Industry Hon. Ms. Tetteh was a member of the 

Economic Management Team, the National Development Planning Commission, the Millennium 

Development Authority Board, and the Chairperson of the Ghana Free Zones Board. 

 

Hon. Ms. Tetteh had previously served as a Member of Parliament for the Awutu- Senya 

Constituency between the 2001 to 2004 Constituencies).  During her first term as a Member of 

Parliament, she was the Ranking Member (Minority Spokesperson) on Gender and Children and 

served on a number of Parliamentary Committees namely; the Committee on Finance, the 

Committee on Trade, Industry & Tourism, the Committee on Defence & Interior, the Committee 

on Subsidiary Legislation and the Committee on Gender and Children. 



For registration, mail Florence.Latinis@diplobel.fed.be or call +1 212 378 63 87.  For further information, please contact 

Antoine Misonne, Legal Adviser at the Belgian Mission to the UN: +1 212 378 63 54, antoine.misonne@diplobel.fed.be 
 

 

The Honourable Minister is a Lawyer by Profession having studied law at the University of 

Ghana, Legon and obtaining her Bachelor of Laws (LLB) Degree in 1989. She subsequently 

attended the Ghana School of Law and was called to the Ghana Bar in 1992.  She begun her legal 

career in private legal practice with the law firm of Ansa-Asare & Co., and also worked briefly 

with the Commission on Human Rights and Administrative Justice, and with the Ghana Agro 

Food Company Ltd. as Legal Adviser before successfully contesting the Parliamentary elections 

in December 2000.  Ms. Tetteh is divorced with two children, and enjoys reading, photography 

and playing chess. 

 

 

 

Didier Reynders 

 

Didier Reynders is Deputy Prime Minister of Belgium, and Minister of Foreign 

Affairs, Foreign Trade and European Affairs. Before that, among other 

ministerial portfolios, he held the function of Minister of Finance of Belgium 

for a period of twelve years.  In this capacity, he chaired the Eurogroup in 

2001 and was President of the Council of the EU for Economic and Financial 

Affairs. 

Besides his political activities, he lectures at the Université Catholique de 

Louvain (Louvain Business School – UCL) and at the Hautes Ecoles 

commerciales of Lièges. 

 

 

 

Adama Dieng 

 

Mr. Dieng has served as Registrar of the International Criminal Tribunal for 

Rwanda since 2001. He began his career as Registrar of the Regional and 

Labour Courts in Senegal, and served as Registrar of the Supreme Court of 

Senegal for six years. From 1982 to 2001, Mr. Dieng worked for the 

International Commission of Jurists, for the last ten years as the 

organisation’s Secretary-General. During this period he was appointed as 

Envoy of the United Nations Secretary General to Malawi in 1993, and as the 

United Nations Independent Expert for Haiti from 1995 to 2000. 

 

A legal and human rights expert, Mr. Dieng has throughout his career contributed to strengthening of 

the rule of law, fighting impunity and promoting capacity building of judicial and democratic institutions. 

He has also contributed to the establishment of several non-governmental organizations in Africa and to 

strengthening African institutions. Mr. Dieng was the driving force behind the establishment of the 

African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights as well as the draft African Union Convention on Preventing 

and Combating Corruption.  

 

Mr. Dieng has lectured on international law and human rights at academic institutions around the world 

and acted as consultant for many organizations, including the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Ford Foundation and 

the African Union 
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Jack Snyder 

 

 

Jack Snyder (Ph.D., Columbia, 1981) is the Robert and Renee Belfer 

Professor of International Relations in the Department of Political 

Science and the Saltzman Institute of War and Peace Studies at 

Columbia. His books include Electing to Fight: Why Emerging 

Democracies Go to War, co-authored with Edward D. 

Mansfield; From Voting to Violence: Democratization and Nationalist 

Conflict; Myths of Empire: Domestic Politics and International 

Ambition; The Ideology of the Offensive: Military Decision Making  

and the Disasters of 1914; and Religion and International Relations Theory, editor.His articles on 

such topics as crisis diplomacy ("The Cost of Empty Threats; A Penny, Not a Pound," American 

Political Science Review, August 2011, co-authored with Erica Borghard), democratization and 

war, nationalism, imperial overstretch, war crimes tribunals versus amnesties, international 

relations theory after September 11, and anarchy and culture have appeared in Foreign Affairs, 

Foreign Policy, International Organization, International Security, and World Politics. Professor 

Snyder is a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, editor of the W. W. Norton 

book series on World Politics, and an elected member of Columbia's Arts and Sciences Policy and 

Planning Committee. Professor Snyder received a B.A. in Government from Harvard in 1973 and 

the Certificate of Columbia's Russian Institute in 1978. 

 

 

Agnès Callamard 

 

 

Dr Agnès Callamard has been ARTICLE 19’s Executive 

Director since October 2004. Agnès has had a distinguished 

career in human rights and humanitarian work. Agnès is a 

former Chef de Cabinet for the Secretary General of 

Amnesty International and, as the organisation’s Research 

Policy Coordinator, led Amnesty’s work on women’s human 

rights. 

 

Agnès has conducted human rights investigations in a large number of countries in Africa, Asia 

and the Middle East. She founded and led HAP International (the Humanitarian Accountability 

Partnership) where she oversaw field trials in Afghanistan, Cambodia and Sierra Leone, and 

worked extensively in the field of international refugee movements with the Center for Refugee 

Studies in Toronto. 

 

She has written and been published widely in the fields of human rights, women’s rights, 

refugee movements and accountability, and holds a PhD in political science from the New 

School for Social Research in New York. 

 

 

IMPORTANT : Registration – Security : 

 

For all guests: 

Before Monday 09.23.2013, 2.00 pm, all guests must register, by mail: 

florence.latinis@diplobel.fed.be 

On Wednesday 09.25.2013, all guests must retrieve event tickets between 10.00 am to 12.00 

pm at the lobby of the One Dag Hammarskjöld Plaza, 885 Second Avenue (attention: entrance 

from 47
th

 street – inside the lobby, a table will be set up with a Belgian flag).  The event tickets 

will be handed to the guests themselves upon presentation of their ID.  Third persons can also 
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retrieve tickets upon presentation of their ID and a letter from their organization mandating 

them to retrieve these event tickets. 

 

For guests who are not in possession of a UN ID: 

On the day of the event (Thursday 09.26.2013), these guests are kindly requested to meet at 

12.45 am sharp on the corner of 47
th

 Street & 2
nd

 Ave, in front of the One Dag Hammarskjöld 

Plaza, 885 Second Avenue.  A person with a Belgian flag will escort all persons without an UN ID 

to the conference room through the different checking points.  You will not be allowed to attend 

the side event without the event ticket! 

 

For guests in possession of a UN ID: 

Guests in possession of a UN ID can go directly to the check point at the 46
th

 Street & Second 

Avenue, from where they have to reach the CR 6 of UN NLB through the check point at 46
th

 

Street & First Avenue.  You will not be allowed to attend the side event without the event ticket! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Entrance 47
th

 Street One Dag Hammarskjöld to retrieve your ticket 

10.00 am to 12.00 pm September 25 

 

2. Meeting point corner 47
th

 Street & 2
nd

 Avenue 

12.45 pm sharp September 26 

 

Language : English, no translation. 

 

Format : Ministerial meeting, but open to all attendees.  We will ensure that VIP’s from the 

attendance who want to take the floor will receive a priority to do so.  If this is your 

case, please mail antoine.misonne@diplobel.fed.be. 

 

Catering: No catering, for safety reasons (general UN rule during the ministerial week). 
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