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Mr. President,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Turkey, Croatia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential 

candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, and the EFTA country 

Norway, members of the European Economic Area, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of 

Moldova, Georgia align themselves with this declaration.  

Mr. President,  

Transnational Organized Crime constitutes a growing concern for international peace and 

security, also due to its increasing interconnections with major destabilizing threats. The EU 

therefore fully believes that the fight against organised crime, trafficking in drugs and 

human beings, as well as corruption, needs to be undertaken in a holistic and integrated 

manner at national, regional and international levels. The EU stands ready to support all UN 

efforts in these matters. These economic and social issues also constitute a growing threat 

to sustainable development, political stability and democratic institutions.  

The ever-growing sophistication in organised crime, including money laundering and other 

financial crimes, and cross-border trafficking in drugs, persons and arms can only be 

countered through improved law enforcement and judicial cooperation. Since 2003, the EU 

has made substantial progress in the area of freedom, security and justice with additional 

measures in 2004 and 2005. In order to improve the work in this area and address new 

challenges, the EU adopted a new multi-annual programme in December 2009, the 

Stockholm Programme.  

As underlined in this Programme, the EU is fully aware that to succeed, these challenges 

must be addressed in a comprehensive manner and that the EU also needs to deepen its 

partnership with third countries. The EU is therefore committed to intensifying cooperation 

with partner countries by setting up and developing mechanisms to facilitate police and 

judicial cooperation with these States, This year marks the tenth anniversary of the 

signature of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime 

(UNTOC).  

To highlight this important event, a Special High-Level Meeting of the General Assembly on 

Transnational Organized Crime was recently held here in New York. The EU calls for the 

universal ratification and the full implementation of the Convention, and believes that the 

meeting in New York was an excellent opportunity to this cause and served to build the 

momentum towards the Conference of the Parties to the UNTOC, which will hold its Fifth 

Session in October 2010. Important decisions must be taken concerning, among others, the 



establishment of a review mechanism to assess the implementation of the Convention and 

to determine the relevant technical assistance needs of countries.  

The EU advocates a strong and effective review mechanism as well as enhanced 

international cooperation to be put in place in order to assist the Parties in their effective 

implementation of the UNTOC and its Protocols. Such a review mechanism would enable the 

Parties to obtain reliable and consistent information concerning their implementation of the 

Convention with the view to identifying gaps, highlighting successful experiences and good 

practices as well as technical assistance needs.  

Furthermore, the European Union strongly believes that enhancing international cooperation 

is one of the most important ways in order to fight efficiently transnational organized crime. 

As a consequence, the EU favours every step that would help in implementing those 

stipulations of the Palermo Convention relating to international cooperation. A corruption-

free culture both in the public and private sector is fundamental to good governance and the 

relationship of trust between the citizen and government. The EU would like to express its 

satisfaction with the outcome of the Third Session of the Conference of the States Parties to 

the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) in November 2009, where we 

adopted its review mechanism.  

This adoption has been a significant breakthrough in our common fight against corruption as 

it is the first time that a peer review mechanism has been established within the framework 

of the United Nations. Three elements of this mechanism are essential for the European 

Union: the participation of the civil society, country visits and the availability of country 

review reports. France, Finland and Spain are the first EU countries to be reviewed during 

this year.  

This review mechanism, whose first meeting took place in Vienna from 28 June to 2 July 

2010, will help to ensure an effective and efficient implementation of the Convention, will 

identify challenges in its implementation, will strengthen international cooperation and will 

facilitate the prioritisation of technical assistance needs in the future. Brazil hosted the XII 

United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice. We want to thank the 

Government of Brazil and the Secretariat for the efforts to organise this event and the 

hospitality shown at all moments.  

A number of important topics were discussed in the meetings and the workshops. 

Deliberations were very active and open, and once again it was clear that this event is a 

good occasion for practitioners, academia and researchers to exchange information, 

experiences and best practices. The Congress adopted a carefully balanced Political 

Declaration addressing the problems affecting the well-being and safety of our societies as 

far as crime prevention and criminal justice is concerned. The EU firmly believes that United 

Nations standards and norms lie at the very heart of the global efforts to effectively address 

crime prevention and criminal justice issues. 

The standards and norms in crime prevention and criminal justice, developed over the last 

60 years, have provided a useful framework of reference for strengthening national 

legislation and practice, as well as international cooperation, in a large variety of areas. In 

this regard, we very much welcome the adoption of the updated Model Strategies and 



Practical Measures on the Elimination of Violence against Women in the Field of Crime 

Prevention and Criminal Justice. The EU wants to express its appreciation to the Secretariat 

for the work that has been accomplished on the 8th quinquennial report on capital 

punishment and implementation of the safeguards guaranteeing protection of the rights of 

those facing the death penalty, recommending once again that the Secretary-General 

continue to collect information and produce quinquennial reports, in accordance with 

relevant resolutions of the Economic and Social Council.  

This significant and comprehensive 8th quinquennial report examines the use and trends on 

capital punishment in the world. The report confirms the encouraging trend towards 

abolition and restriction of the use of capital punishment in most countries. The EU's 

position on the issue of capital punishment is well-known. We are opposed to the death 

penalty in all circumstances and promote a moratorium on execution as a first step towards 

its universal abolition. The abolition of death penalty contributes to the enhancement of 

human dignity and the progressive development of human rights.  

Thank you, Mr. President.  

* Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process  

 

 


