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Mr. President,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Turkey, Croatia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential 

candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, and the EFTA country 

Liechtenstein, members of the European Economic Area, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of 

Moldova, and Georgia align themselves with this declaration.  

Mr. President,  

As many speakers have noted throughout this ECOSOC session, the world has faced major 

crises in the past two years. These continue to be a threat to the social development in all 

our countries, and particularly to the social progress achieved in many of the developing 

countries during recent decades, in particular on the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs).  

In these circumstances, it is important that States assume their responsibility to take 

adequate and effective measures to stimulate employment, to prevent job losses and to 

reduce the social impact of these crises. Social integration and social cohesion are key 

objectives of social and economic development and play a vital role in the long-term 

sustainable development, stability and prosperity of every society. The EU believes that a 

strong political commitment is needed to achieve the social protection and social inclusion 

objectives, with special attention given to vulnerable groups such as unemployed, 

minorities, youth and children, elderly and persons with disabilities.  

In this respect, the EU also underlines the valuable and relevant role that volunteer 

organizations play in implementing strategies to support vulnerable categories. It is also 

important to point out that in difficult economic circumstances women often bear a 

disproportionate burden, particularly those who face greater income insecurity and 

increased burdens of family care. Social protection systems such as social inclusion policies 

act as automatic economic stabilisers and as effective mechanisms for cushioning the social 

impact of the economic downturn and helping people back to the labour market. Social 

protection systems must be universal, adequate, adaptable, efficient and accessible but also 

motivating and financially sustainable.  

Therefore, the European Union supports a "social protection floor" which is currently under 

development within the ILO and is supported by the UN system Chief Executives Board in 

their comprehensive strategy for system-wide action to confront the crisis. This Floor should 

include a basic set of essential social transfers, in cash and in kind, to provide a minimum 

income and livelihood security for poor and vulnerable populations, and to facilitate access 



to essential services, such as health care. The social protection floor should be gradually 

implemented depending on national social, economic and cultural circumstances in member 

states.  

The creation of favourable conditions for children to develop their skills, to fulfil their 

potential, to participate actively in the society and for young men and women to integrate in 

the labour market is essential for sustainable growth and development. The EU is in 

particular committed to implementing strategies to break the intergenerational transmission 

of poverty and combat child poverty and social exclusion of children.  

Comprehensive policies should be implemented to provide access to education, vocational 

and technical training, capacity-building, upgrading skills and acquisition of new knowledge 

as well as lifelong learning. To this end, the European Council formally adopted the "Europe 

2020" strategy last month, a strategy for jobs and smart, sustainable and inclusive growth 

to help Europe recover from the recent crises.  

The targets in this strategy include shared objectives for the EU and our Member States 

regarding the promotion of employment; improving education levels and promoting social 

inclusion in particular through the reduction of poverty. Allow me to briefly highlight several 

of these targets: "Europe 2020" aims to promote employment by increasing labour market 

participation and combating segmentation and inactivity, gender inequality, whilst reducing 

structural unemployment and reducing poverty through lifting at least 20 million people out 

of the risk of poverty and exclusion.  

In this context, it is important to highlight the current 2010 European Year for Combating 

Poverty and Social Exclusion, which aims to raise awareness and recognise the fundamental 

rights of people experiencing poverty and social exclusion, enabling them to live in dignity 

and take an active part in society. Overall, the consistent provision of minimum standards, 

access to social protection and social dialogue is the basis for achieving decent work for all, 

thus reducing poverty and ensuring sustainable development and social inclusion.  

Mr. President,  

The EU reaffirms its commitment to global development and its intention to support 

developing countries in targeting social protection. The EU takes targeted social-protection 

measures in a gender sensitive way and supports developing countries' actions to cope with 

the direct social impact of the crises through the creation and strengthening of social 

protection systems and programmes, including enhancement of financial and in-kind 

transfers. The EU has recently set up a "Vulnerability FLEX" instrument to assist the 

developing countries worst hit by the downturn in trade and falling revenues. This 

instrument provides about €500 million in grant assistance to the most vulnerable countries 

to help them maintain priority public expenditure, including in the social sectors.  

Thank you, Mr. President.  

* Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process.   

 


