
Statement by Belgium on behalf of the European Union - Fourth Committee - 65th 

UNGA 

Agenda item 54 "Questions relating to information" 

19 October 2010 

 

Mr. Chairman, I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate 

Countries Turkey, Croatia , the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia* and Iceland+, the 

Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, and Georgia 

align themselves with this declaration. 

At the outset, the European Union would like to thank H.E. Mr. Kiyo Akasaka, Under- 

Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information, for his statement on the 

activities of his Department and for presenting the updated report of the Secretary General 

on “Questions relating to information”. The EU is also appreciative to the Under- Secretary- 

General and to the entire staff of the Department of Public Information (DPI) for their 

commitment and continued efforts to promote the work of the United Nations to the widest 

possible audiences. In addition, we would like to express our deep appreciation to Director 

Paula Refolo for her excellent work over the past years and for her substantial contributions 

as Secretary of the Committee on Information. 

The Department of Public Information plays a crucial role in raising global awareness for key 

issues of the Organization, such as the Millennium Development Goals, human rights, 

peacekeeping, peacebuilding, climate change, sustainable development, non-proliferation 

and rule of law. We would like to take this opportunity to highlight DPI’s system- wide 

campaign to build momentum for the Millennium Development Goals. The European Union is 

particularly pleased that the September High Level Meeting on MDG’s generated extensive 

coverage from media around the world. In this regard, we would like to mention the 

valuable contributions of the Regional Information Center in Brussels to the successful “We 

Can End Poverty” campaign. 

The European Union also welcomes DPI’s outreach activities to publicize the newly 

established gender entity “UN Women”, the UNiTE to End Violence against Women 

campaign and the recent communication activities to raise awareness for the 15th 

anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. The EU encourages the 

Department to undertake more initiatives to promote women’s issues and to increase its 



outreach activities for the 10th anniversary of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on 

“Women, Peace and Security”. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The European Union would like to reiterate the priorities it outlined during the 32nd session 

of the Committee on Information: 

1. The first priority is to improve coordination, efficiency and integration of public 

information activities throughout the entire UN system. It is paramount that the Department 

of Public Information makes the most strategic use of available resources. The EU 

encourages DPI and the network of 63 UN Information Centers to enhance cooperation with 

all other UN entities at the national and regional levels in order to avoid duplication of work 

and to speak with one voice. We welcome the ongoing coordination efforts of the UN 

Communications Group to achieve this important goal. The EU acknowledges that traditional 

means of communication continue to be important to disseminate information on the work 

of the United Nations to millions of people around the world. Nevertheless, a more effective 

use of new information and communication technologies would enable the United Nations to 

reach new audiences and to spread the UN messages faster and in a more cost-effective 

and environmentally friendly manner. 

2. Our second priority is the need for continued efforts to streamline the resolution on 

“Questions relating to information”. The European Union is convinced that a more structured 

and action- oriented resolution would provide better guidance to DPI and would improve the 

overall efficiency of the Department. We therefore hope that, during the upcoming 33rd 

session of the Committee on Information, the members of the COI will redouble their efforts 

in this regard. 

3. Thirdly, the EU attaches great importance to multilingualism. We note with appreciation 

that over the past years, the UN information centers have translated and produced 

publications in 153 languages. While the UN information centers currently provide 

information in more than 40 languages and maintain websites in 29 local languages, much 

remains to be done in the area of multilingualism. The European Union urges the 

Department of Public Information to identify cost effective ways to disseminate the UN 

messages in all official languages, for example enhanced cooperation between the UN 

information centers and encourages DPI to expand its partnerships with academic 

institutions. 



In closing, Mr. Chairman, the European Union would like to recall that in its annual 

resolution on “Questions relating to Information” the General Assembly reaffirms its 

commitment to the important principles of freedom of the press and freedom of information 

and urges all member states to ensure that journalists can perform their tasks freely and 

effectively. These principles are necessary for achieving transparency and openness in 

governance and in combating corruption. The resolution clearly states that the principles of 

independence, pluralism and diversity of the media must be ensured. Unfortunately, over 

the past year, far too many journalists worldwide have been censored, jailed, kidnapped or 

killed for their work. According to the Committee to Protect Journalists, 36 media 

professionals have been killed since the beginning of this year. The European Union strongly 

condemns attacks against journalists and reaffirms that it is our collective responsibility to 

put an end to those tragic events and to hold the perpetrators responsible for their crimes. 

Freedom of expression is a universal right which must be protected. 

Thank you Mr. Chairman 


