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Ms. Chairperson, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia , the Countries of the Stabilisation 

and Association Process and potential candidates Albania and Montenegro, as well as 

Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova, align themselves with this declaration. 

Ms. Chairperson, 

In the European Union's recent statement on trade and development in this committee, we 

had the opportunity to note the important and instrumental role of international trade and 

investment for sustainable development. We do not need to reiterate it here and now. 

We know that making the case for open trade is politically more difficult in an environment 

of sluggish growth and rising unemployment. But the spiral of protectionism gives even 

worst results, as history has largely demonstrated, results which would be amplified in the 

global, interdependent economic system we live in nowadays. We therefore stand by our 

position that carefully designed and gradual trade opening and integration into world 

markets, as part of a comprehensive development strategy, remain key to providing 

sustained, inclusive and equitable growth. Growth, in turn is the basis to acquire the means 

and the resources to spur sustainable development. In simple words, trade is part of the 

solution and a route to rebound from the present crisis. It will contribute to economic 

growth, poverty reduction and achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

This approach is widely shared in the international community and by careful analysts. The 

ILO, OECD, the World Bank and WTO all agree in their joint report to the G20 earlier this 

month that open markets play a pivotal role in supporting growth and job creation. But they 

add that trade opening must be complemented by properly designed domestic policies, 

including employment and social protection policies to ensure that benefits from trade are 

widely shared. 

Ms. Chairperson, 



In Geneva, the incremental steps promoted through the work of the Ambassadors Small 

Group, the Negotiating Groups and the WTO as a whole witness of the tenacity of the 

international trade community in pursuing an agreement which will benefit in the first place 

the smallest economies and least developed countries, together with restoring international 

and domestic investors' confidence. Even if the conclusion of the negotiations on the Doha 

Development Agenda remains complex, for the next few months, our objective should be to 

reduce the gap in the positions and finalise the negotiations; we believe that the strong 

political message of the G20 Leaders in Seoul will be instrumental in this respect. In this 

context, the EU would have welcomed a General Assembly resolution which builds upon 

what unites us and enhances our collective resolve to work constructively in difficult areas, 

instead of a text which restates well known positions and dwells upon disagreements. 

In conclusion, a resolution which in many instances portrays trade as part of the problem 

instead of the solution is something that the European Union cannot agree with. 

Regrettably, we feel compelled to vote against the resolution as drafted. We hope that a 

different approach will be chosen next year, with a view to putting forward a shared 

message of the international community on the contribution that international trade can 

make towards poverty reduction, the MDGs and sustainable development. 

Thank you.   


