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Ms. Chairperson, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union to explain the abstention of the 

EU on the Resolution entitled "Towards a New International Economic Order”. 

The Candidate Countries Turkey, Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia , 

the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, and the EFTA country Liechtenstein, member 

of the European Economic Area, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia 

align themselves with this declaration. 

Ms. Chairperson, 

It is the EU's conviction that resolutions 3201 and 3202 from 1974 are outdated. The 

world's situation since 1974 has changed considerably, driven notably by globalisation, 

technological innovation and the emergence of new economic actors. These resolutions 

therefore do not provide a useful framework for addressing the multiple challenges of 

today’s globalised world. The EU is concerned that reverting to the concepts of the mid-70s 

may send an inaccurate message about the UN's ability to contribute to solving the 

problems of today's world. It also risks marginalising the UN’s role in global economic 

governance. In fact, many of the substantive issues raised in this resolution are covered in 

a more constructive, effective and forward-looking way by other UN resolutions. The EU 

would also like to stress that the High-Level Plenary Meeting on the MDGs has recently 

approved, at the highest level, an Outcome Document which covers all the issues mentioned 

in the resolution in object in a balanced and realistic way. In this context, the EU wishes to 

reaffirm its commitment to promoting multilateral solutions to common problems, in 

particular in the framework of the UN. This concerns in particular constructive international 

cooperation towards the achievement of the MDGs and the promotion of sustained, inclusive 

and equitable growth as a basis for sustainable development. 

Thank you. 


