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Mr. Chairman, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Croatia*, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Iceland, the Countries of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, as well as Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova align 

themselves with this declaration. 

Mr. Chairman, 

At the outset, let me thank the Chairman of the Audit Operations Committee of the Board of 

Auditors, Mr. Imran Vanker, for presenting us documents A/65/5 Volumes I, III and IV and 

addenda 1 through 12, containing the Financial reports, audited financial statements and 

reports of the Board of Auditors for 15 entities of the United Nations system for the period 

ended 31 December 2009. Let me also thank the Secretariat for presenting the report 

A/65/296 on the implementation of the recommendations of the Board of Auditors contained 

in its reports on the United Nations for the biennium ended 31 December 2009 and on the 

capital master plan for the year relating to the biennium 2006-2007 and the Chairperson of 

the ACABQ, Ms. Susan McLurg, for presenting the report A/65/498 of that committee. The 

European Union attaches great importance to the role of the Board of Auditors and we 

would like to commend the Board on the high quality of its reports. We welcome the 

approach taken by the Board to use a consistent format in the preparation of its report and 

appreciate the provision of a concise summary of the principal findings in document 

A/65/169. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The European Union is pleased to see that the International Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia 

and UNOPS have recorded a positive change in the status of their audit opinions and we 

congratulate these entities for their considerable efforts. We do however note with concern 

that the Board has issued a qualified audit opinion for the United Nations Population Fund as 

a result of the weakness in the audit process of the nationally executed expenditure 

modality. Among other specific areas highlighted by the Board we recognise the improper 

accounting for asset management, in particular for non-expendable property. We are all the 

more concerned of the fact that this is a matter of emphasis of the Board in various 

previous reports since several biennia. 

Mr. Chairman, 



The European Union reiterates the importance of the implementation of the International 

Public Sector Accounting Standards (IPSAS). We regret that all the entities have delayed 

their implementation of IPSAS from January 2010 to January 2012, with the United Nations 

and its entities further delaying implementation to January 2014. To achieve a successful 

implementation of IPSAS, we believe that it is important that the Board continues to review 

the implementation process in a timely manner.  

Mr. Chairman,  

To conclude on a broader perspective, the European Union notes with great interest the 

information provided by the Board on the implementation of its recommendations relating to 

the biennium 2006-2007. While some organizations have recorded relatively high 

implementation rates, we note with concern that, compared to the previous biennium, the 

overall implementation rate of the recommendations of the Board has decreased. The 

European Union can only but stress once again the importance of the implementation of the 

Board’s recommendations.  

Mr. Chairman,  

The European Union looks forward to discussing these issues further in informal 

consultations. 

I thank you, Mr. Chairman 


