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Madam Chair, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Croatia * and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation 

and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Montenegro, Serbia, as well as the Republic of Moldova, Armenia, and Georgia align 

themselves with this declaration. 

The promotion of international humanitarian law in general and the Geneva Conventions 

and their Additional Protocols in particular is crucial to ensure the protection of victims of 

armed conflicts. Due to the changing nature of armed conflict, civilians are the most 

frequent victims of serious violations of international humanitarian law. Enhancing their 

protection must be our common goal. The European Union will continue to give priority to 

efforts to improve compliance with international humanitarian law by states and non-state 

actors in armed conflict, and to ensure the protection of civilians. Upholding international 

humanitarian law and protecting human dignity in situations of armed conflicts remains a 

major challenge. To this end, the European Union will continue to improve the 

mainstreaming of international humanitarian law in its external policies.  

In 2009, to mark the 60th anniversary of the Geneva Conventions, the European Union 

organised a conference with representatives from the International Committee of the Red 

Cross in Brussels to address challenges to enhance compliance with international 

humanitarian law by all actors. The same year, the European Union updated its Guidelines 

on promoting compliance with international humanitarian law. These Guidelines set out 

operational tools for the European Union to promote compliance with international 

humanitarian law. The European Union underlines the close link between these guidelines 

and the EU Guidelines on human rights, including those on children and armed conflict, on 

violence against women and on torture.  

Let me stress that EU action on international humanitarian law supports and complements 

the work of the United Nations, including the implementation of relevant UN Security 

Council resolutions. In particular, the EU welcomes the adoption of UNSCR 1894 in 

November 2009 as a major step forward by the Security Council to promote the protection 

of civilians in armed conflict. The European Union has subsequently updated its 2003 policy 

on the Protection of Civilians in EU-led Crisis Management Operations. The Geneva 

Conventions enjoy universal acceptance, and many of the provisions contained therein and 

in the 1977 Additional Protocols are generally recognised as customary international law. 



Furthermore, the European Union stresses that certain minimum standards of humanity, 

including those enshrined in common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions, must be 

respected in all situations of armed conflict. The European Union urges all member States of 

the UN to accede to all three Additional Protocols and calls upon them to consider accepting 

the competence of the International Humanitarian Fact-Finding Commission pursuant to 

Article 90 of the First Additional Protocol. In this regard, the EU notes with appreciation that 

the IHFFC has been granted observer status at the General Assembly. The EU further notes 

the decision of the Security Council, in its resolution 1894, to consider the possibility of 

using the Commission, in the framework of its mandate defined by Article 90, with regard to 

gathering information on alleged violations of applicable international law relating to the 

protection of civilians. The European Union wishes to commend the ICRC for its outstanding 

work as guardian of international humanitarian law.  

Current work by the ICRC such as the study on the current state of international 

humanitarian law or the update on state practice contained in the study on customary 

international humanitarian law may provide useful tools for practitioners and academics 

alike. Furthermore, the ICRC contributed to the Montreux Document compiling pertinent 

international legal obligations for States related to operations of private military and 

security companies, thus advancing greater understanding of international humanitarian law 

in this area.  

The European Union also welcomes the various national efforts in implementation and 

dissemination of international humanitarian law as described by the Secretary General in 

the report submitted under this agenda item [A/65/138]. Proper training of armed forces, in 

particular, is indispensable for compliance with international humanitarian law in armed 

conflict. Besides the Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols, other legal 

instruments play an important role in the development of international humanitarian law. 

Let me focus on two recent developments the EU considers to be of particular importance. 

First, the EU welcomes the entry into force of the Convention on Cluster Munitions in the 

beginning of August this year, and remains engaged in ongoing negotiations on cluster 

munitions in the CCW in order to conclude a complementary agreement taking into account 

both humanitarian and military aspects.  

Second, let me underline the successful conclusion of the Review Conference of the Rome 

Statute of the International Criminal Court in Kampala last June, in particular as regards the 

extension of the Court's jurisdiction over certain war crimes. In this regard, the EU recalls 

the important role played by international criminal tribunals in promoting respect for 

international humanitarian law by investigating and prosecuting alleged perpetrators for the 

crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and, in the future, the crime of 

aggression. An equally important function of the International Criminal Court is to deter 

those who are tempted to commit such appalling crimes. In addition, the Rome Statute 

allows victims to take part in the proceedings before the Court and to receive compensation. 

The EU therefore reiterates its call upon all States to accede to the Rome Statute. In 

conclusion, the European Union underlines that international humanitarian law is one of the 

strongest tools at the disposal of the international community to ensure the protection and 

dignity of all persons affected by armed conflict. The European Union recalls the obligation 

of all State Parties to respect and ensure respect of the Geneva Conventions and their 



Additional Protocols in all circumstances. The European Union will continue to do its utmost 

to promote an international order based on the rule of law where no state or individual is 

above the law and no person is outside the protection of the law, in particular in situations 

of armed conflict.  

Thank you, Madam Chair. 


