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Mme Chairperson, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Turkey, Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Iceland, the Countries of 

the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Azerbaijan 

and Georgia align themselves with this declaration. 

UN operational activities in support of national development plans and priorities constitute a 

key element of our collective efforts towards achievement of the MDGs. The EU values very 

much the opportunity offered to the membership to discuss this issue. We would also like to 

thank the Secretariat for the very useful background information for this agenda item. 

The UN’s operational activities constitute an important flow of resources to developing 

countries - about 22 billion US dollars in 2008, the equivalent of 18 percent of the total ODA 

resources provided by DAC countries. We note a substantial overall increase in flows 

through the UN system over the last ten years, which compares favorably with the 

stagnation during the last decade of the 20th century. Overall, the EU funds about one half 

of all the contributions to UN Funds and Programmes. This substantial volume of resources 

is flowing through a complex and fragmented United Nations System which, despite recent 

significant efforts, remains complex and in some respects fragmented. This complexity is a 

factor that contributes to high transaction costs and heavy administrative burdens on all 

sides of the successive transmission channels. 

The EU believes there is further scope for ensuring that funding for UN operational activities 

is delivered in a way that promotes coherence across the UN development system, and for 

the UN to continue to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of its operational activities. 

Mme Chairperson, The EU fully supports the objective of achieving a stable, predictable and 

adequate funding base for UN operational activities. We recognize that core resources form 

the bedrock of the UN development system and that the bulk of recent growth has been 

concentrated in the non-core category of resources. 

The EU believes that non-core resources - when aligned with national priorities and the 

strategic plans of UN Funds, Programs and Specialized Agencies- can play a complementary 

role to core funding. However, we share concerns voiced by some that non-core 

contributions may be increasing transaction costs for all parties and could be eroding the 

priorities set by programme countries or by the Boards of the respective organizations. We 

believe that the issue of balance between core and non-core resources needs to be 

addressed. In the regard, we welcome the background analysis provided so far and 



additional work planned by the Secretariat on this topic. We note that more than 98% of 

core funding for the three major New York-based Funds and Programs is provided by DAC-

countries alone. We question whether this funding base is still appropriate in today’s world, 

at a time when OECD/DAC countries relative share in the world economy is decreasing. We 

also observe that a limited number of countries are providing a major share of UN 

operational resources for development. In our efforts to ensure a more stable and 

predictable provision of financial resources, and to decrease dependence on a small number 

of donors, we should work towards broadening this funding base. 

Mme Chairperson, 

There is widespread recognition that the UN system for operational activities has grown 

overly complex and that there is further scope for enhancing its effectiveness and efficiency. 

The publication of the Report of the High Level Panel on System Wide Coherence (SWC) in 

2006 marked the beginning of an important reform process. The past year has seen real 

progress on making UN delivery more effective at the country-level. The Kigali and Hanoi 

conferences on Delivering as One have been important milestones in encouraging the UN 

development system to further improve its delivery on the ground. We are ready to 

undertake further steps in that direction. The EU remains convinced that the Delivering as 

One approach provides the most promising vehicle for improving the UN’s operational 

delivery at the country-level. Delivering as One is a key paradigm of the way the UN should 

operate in the future, supporting national needs and priorities. A number of key issues will 

need to be resolved, including at UN Headquarters level. We look forward to the results of 

the independent evaluation of the Delivering as One pilot initiative, as mandated by the 

TCPR, ECOSOC and SWC resolutions. Evidence that emerges from the ground, the results of 

the national evaluations undertaken by the pilot countries, and the information provided by 

UNDG will also be important. In addition, the creation of UN-Women marks a milestone in 

the path towards a more coherent UN system. This means not only a remarkable 

breakthrough towards gender equality, but also a quantum leap in rationalizing the 

functioning of the UN system in this area. Now the work begins to operationalize UN Women 

in a way that will bring about genuine change. Let me assure you of the EU's full support for 

these efforts. 

Mme Chairperson, 

The EU attaches great importance to the principles of aid effectiveness for improving the 

development impact of aid at the country level. We welcome the interesting exchange 

during this year's Development Cooperation Forum (DCF) on this issue. We also welcome 

ongoing work by the UN to implement the Paris Declaration and Accra Agenda. We 

appreciate all efforts made within the UN system to strengthen results based management, 

reporting for operational activities and to improve the quality and capacities of UN country 

teams, and we encourage further efforts in this area. Also the EU welcomes the continuing 

commitment of the UN to strengthen accountability and adherence to transparent financial 

and management standards. Reporting burdens need to be reduced in line with aid 

effectiveness principles so that staff time and resources can be used optimally. The EU 

welcomes efforts by the UN to streamline reporting and it encourages a continuing focus on 

results and timeliness, so that the degree of success of the programmes funded can be 



appreciated. We further encourage the UN to work together with its partners on joint 

monitoring, evaluation and reporting initiatives to benefit from synergies and to avoid 

unnecessary duplication. 

Mme Chairperson, 

We meet when many member states are still feeling the effects of the global financial and 

economic crisis. The effectiveness agenda will become even more important in the near 

future as all of us will have to live in and accommodate to a resource constrained 

environment. But we believe that the UN system has the capacity and the potential to 

maintain and increase its contribution to development, and that it can rise to meet the new 

challenges we face.  


