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Thank you Mr. Chairman, 

The Candidate Countries Turkey and Croatia , the Countries of the Stabilisation and 

Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, 

Serbia as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Azerbaijan align themselves with this 

declaration. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The Committee for Peaceful Uses of Outer Space plays a key role in the dissemination of 

information on, and promotion of, peaceful uses of outer space. The European Union 

welcomes the conclusions of the 53rd session of the Committee and the agreement to 

include the agenda item ‘Future role of the Committee’ that will enable the Committee to 

consider the Chair’s working paper ‘Towards a United Nations space policy’ 

(A/AC.105/L.278) We also welcome the report of the Committee which will be introduced by 

Romania this year, and would once again like to underline the need for communication 

between the Committee and other bodies or organizations of the United Nations regarding 

outer space activities, in order to ensure a coherent approach and complementarity. 

The EU underlines the importance of measures to help transparency, confidence and 

security of outer space activities and considers the universal application and implementation 

of relevant agreements and treaties to be of the utmost importance. The EU therefore 

unanimously supported the General Assembly resolutions on Transparency and Confidence 

building Measures in Outer Space (UNGA 64/49) and on the Prevention of an Arms Race in 

Outer Space (UNGA/ 64/28) 

Mr. Chairman, 

The European Union remains strongly and actively committed in guaranteeing the peaceful 

uses of outer space for all nations and for the next generations. The political dimension of 

space activities and space cooperation has now been fully recognized by the new European 

Union’s Treaties which organizes the coordination of the action of all European institutions 

and all Member States in achieving common objectives in outer space. More precisely, the 

international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space is a substantial chapter of the 

European Space Policy to be implemented by the European Commission through the setting 

up of a European Space Program. This new institutional framework is notably aiming at 

achieving a better and more effective coordination of the actions of the European Union and 

its Member States at the international level. 



Recent space issues have proven that the uses of outer space are multi-facetted. A flexible 

approach drawing on all relevant competences and actors seems the best to achieve 

necessary agreements to preserve and secure the strategic resource that outer space 

constitutes for all nations. Such an approach has been adopted by the EU through the 

elaboration of the draft Code of conduct for Outer Space Activities. Following intensive 

consultations with space-faring nations, a revised version of this 2008 draft was endorsed 

by EU Ministers on 27 September 2010, as a basis for wider consultations. The Code, will 

provide States with a non-binding instrument responding to current and future concerns 

regarding the security and the sustainability of space activities. 

This reflection has also been initiated in the arena of UN COPUOS, where an item on the 

Long-Term Sustainability of Space Activities has been inserted on the agenda of the 

Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee. A dedicated working group has been established. 

This issue is considered by the European Union as a very important one and a challenge for 

the world community for which the strategic and economic value of outer space is growing. 

We believe that solutions to problems such as space debris, radio interference, protection of 

space system are among the key-elements in order to ensure a peaceful, sound, sustainable 

and equitable sharing of space resources. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Another important part of the discussion held within UNCOPUOS and many various 

international forums concerns the use of space systems for socio-economical applications. 

From security to natural resources management, satellites are assuming a growing 

importance in our everyday life. Topics such as Space and Climate Change, Space and 

Water, Space and Society prove the continuous need to reflect on the better use of outer 

space and of space systems and capacities, notably by educating and involving the users of 

those applications. Strengthening the link between the space services providers and the 

users community is certainly another big challenge to which the European Space Policy is 

oriented. To that end, the Belgian Presidency of the Council of the European Union has 

organised a high-level conference titled “Space for the African Citizen”, held in Brussels in 

September 2010. The outcome of this event will be presented in the discussion at the Africa 

– European Union Summit to be held in Libya at the end of this year. 

Since its inception, the EU has been following closely the development of the UN SPIDER 

programme and welcomes the work achieved so far through UN SPIDER as a dedicated 

mechanism set up to use space systems for natural disasters relief . The implementation of 

the programme is central in ensuring that all countries have access to and develop the 

capacity to use space based information during all phases of disaster management, 

including the risk reduction phase. In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, we look forward to the 

scheduled celebrations in June 2011 of the fiftieth anniversary of the first session of the 

Committee and the fiftieth anniversary of the first human space flight and other special 

events and activities in celebration of those milestones. 

I thank you 


