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Madam Chair, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Turkey, Croatia , the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia* and Iceland , the Countries of 

the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Serbia, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia, Azerbaijan and 

Georgia align themselves with this statement. 

International terrorism is one of the most serious threats to international peace and 

security. The European Union firmly condemns terrorism in all its forms and considers 

terrorist acts as criminal acts that should be prevented, prosecuted and punished according 

to the rules and procedures of criminal law. No justification whatsoever can be accepted for 

acts of terrorism. The European Union vigorously condemns any attempts to link terrorism 

to any culture or religion. 

The fight against terrorism must remain a priority for the United Nations, which is uniquely 

placed to lead and coordinate this universal struggle. The European Union strongly supports 

the work of the United Nations in this domain. 

The European Union fully and actively supports the Security Council Committees established 

by resolutions 1267, 1373 and 1540, which are at the core of the United Nations’ response 

to terrorism. We call upon Member States to fully implement all Security Council and 

General Assembly resolutions on the issue. We welcome the fact that in the framework of 

the 1267 Committee, the Security Council has taken significant steps to introduce due 

process elements in the UN sanctions regimes. In this regard, we particularly commend the 

recent appointment of the Ombudsperson pursuant to resolution 1904. The fight against 

terrorism also comprises the need for a proper support for the victims of terrorist attacks. 

Too often, their harrowing experiences are ignored – terrorists themselves dominate the 

media attention. But the voices of victims are vital, not just because it is morally right that 

we hear about the dreadful consequences of terrorism, but because their own stories can 

often expose the hollow claim of terrorists. We urge all Member States to adopt appropriate 

measures to help victims cope with the aftermath of such criminal acts. The European Union 

shares the concerns at the increase in incidents of kidnapping and hostage-taking, in some 

areas of the world with a specific political context, with the aim of raising funds or gaining 

political concessions 

Madam Chair, 



The consensual reaffirmation of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy during the 

second review of its implementation at the beginning of last month represents a significant 

success and confirms the importance of this universal document. The resolution adopted on 

that occasion (A/RES/64/297) shows once more the ability of the Member States of the 

United Nations to speak firmly, jointly and resolutely about their common objective of 

fighting terrorism. We take note in particular of Operative Paragraph 2 of that resolution 

and we renew our call for the implementation of this Strategy and the four pillars that 

comprise it, on the basis of a global and integrated approach, firmly rooted in the rule of 

law, and involving all relevant actors, including civil society and the private sector as well as 

regional and sub-regional organisations. We welcome in particular the significant progress 

made in the institutionalization of the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force and 

encourage it to continue to fulfil its mandate as set out in the Strategy and taking into 

account the elements contained in the resolution adopted on 8 September. 

The European Union urges all entities that make up the Task Force to engage fully in its 

activities to this end. This should not be limited to engagement in New York, but should also 

include concrete engagement in the field, including in particular by those entities engaged in 

development assistance. Indeed, the EU feels that efforts should be made to include a 

counter-terrorism dimension in all relevant UN policies. The EU reiterates its firm belief that 

all measures against terrorism must be taken in compliance with international law including 

international human rights law, international refugee law and international humanitarian 

law. In the face of the challenge of terrorism, democracies should never compromise their 

fundamental values. We call upon all Member States to become parties to all United Nations 

counter-terrorism conventions and protocols, which form the legal basis for international 

efforts to fight terrorism.  

We would like to commend the Terrorism Prevention Branch of the United Nations Office on 

Drugs and Crime for the technical assistance it provides to States to support the 

implementation of these conventions and the strengthening of capacity of the national 

criminal justice systems. This progress should inspire Member States in their negotiations 

aimed at finalizing the outstanding issues of the Comprehensive Convention on International 

Terrorism, which would coherently supplement the existing international instruments. The 

EU is convinced that the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism should 

become a vital law enforcement instrument in our joint counter-terrorism efforts. 

Discussions during the Ad Hoc Committee’s meeting held in Spring this year can be seen as 

promising in this regard and the EU believes there is a certain momentum for a decisive 

step forward. The EU remains open to consider the coordinator’s 2007 package proposal 

seriously and, in this context, looks forward to a substantive exchange in the Working 

Group. As regards convening an international conference on combating terrorism, the EU 

continues to believe that this should be considered only after we have reached an 

agreement on the comprehensive draft convention. Terrorism feeds on the prejudice and 

ignorance that only a culture of dialogue, tolerance, inclusiveness and full respect for 

diversity will overcome. The European Union will continue its efforts to strengthen dialogue 

and mutual understanding between cultures, which must involve all actors – States, 

regional organizations and civil society. The European Union will also continue to use and 

develop a wide array of preventive and disruptive tools in the fight against terrorism. 



Thank you, Madam Chair. 


