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Mr/Madam Chair, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I have the honor to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Turkey, Croatia*, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Iceland+, the Countries of 

the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia, 

and Georgia align themselves with this declaration. 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you Ambassador Tommo Monthe, on 

your election as the Chair of the Third Committee and assure you, as well as the other 

members of the Bureau of the full support of the European Union. We are confident that this 

session will be successful under your competent leadership. The General Assembly is 

meeting for a third consecutive year as the world is facing difficult economic times. After the 

financial crisis started in 2008, the turmoil became a global economic recession affecting all 

countries. A few months ago in Europe we directly experienced the negative consequences 

of the public deficits on the economic growth and we took tough and painful measures to 

redress the public finances and bring our economies back on the right track. According to 

Eurostat, the EU-27 unemployment rate was 9.6 % in July 2010 coming from 9.1 % in July 

2009. Though still fragile, the economic recovery in the EU, had strengthened by mid-2010, 

with economic output rising by a more solid 1.0 % in the second quarter. As a consequence, 

labour markets in the EU and most Member States continue to show consistent signs of 

stabilisation. Yet, people in low-income countries, and particularly women, are those most 

exposed to the social consequences of the present economic difficulties. Against this 

background, as we celebrating the 15th anniversary of the Copenhagen World Summit for 

Social Development, we need to reiterate the crucial importance of the four pillars of the 

Copenhagen Program of Action - the creation of an environment for social development, 

eradication of poverty, promotion of full and productive employment and social integration - 

to achieve social development.  

A month ago the world leaders met here in New York to assess progress in achieving the 

MDGs. The summit proved that international development cooperation and eradication of 

poverty remains high on the international agenda even when the budgets become tight and 

policymakers are called to pressing domestic issues. Crucially an Outcome Document was 

agreed upon, which not only upholds that MDGs can be achieved by 2015, but also indicates 

how it can be done in terms of values, policies and recommendations per MDG. Already in 

the very first paragraph of the Outcome Document we read: "We reaffirm our resolve to 

work together for the promotion of the economic and social advancement of all peoples…." 



The Outcome Document establishes a clear focus on the poor, including those living in the 

most vulnerable situations and persons with disabilities. It calls for adopting policies and 

measures oriented toward benefiting the poor, and addressing social and economic 

inequalities, and calls for ensuring the participation of the poor and disadvantaged in 

decision making processes. It also confirms that the respect, promotion and protection of 

human rights is an integral part of effective work towards achieving the MDGs. This year the 

Commission on Social Development has concluded its two year cycle devoted to the 

question of social integration adopting by consensus a resolution on the priority theme, 

which reaffirmed the importance of promoting social integration with the aim of achieving 

an inclusive society for all that is stable, safe, peaceful, harmonious and just and that is 

based on the promotion of and protection of all human rights, as well as non-discrimination, 

tolerance, respect for diversity, equality of opportunity, solidarity, security and participation 

of all people; the promotion of social integration is also a precondition for a sustainable 

economic growth, and the economic difficulties that the world experienced in the last years 

have made this analysis even more relevant.  

Against this background, the EU would like to focus today on the importance of the 

measures that have to be taken to promote the economic recovery as the nature of these 

measures will determine, on the one hand, the speed with which the world economy will be 

able to turn the corner and resume full and sustainable growth, and, on the other hand, the 

very nature of our economic and social systems in the future. It is essential to put poverty 

reduction and the promotion of employment and decent work for all at the centre of the 

recovery strategies worldwide. In a few words, we need to address the current challenges 

while placing people at the centre of development. International coordination is equally 

important. We live in an interdependent and global world where cooperation is essential to 

promote economic and social development. The EU therefore welcomes the first G 20 

Employment and Labour Ministers meeting that took place in Washington earlier this year. 

The meeting sent a strong signal that the acceleration of job creation, the improvement of 

the quality of jobs and the alleviation of poverty were necessary foundations for a sustained 

world recovery.  

In this context, the EU launched its own strategy, Europe 2020, to overcome the crisis and 

promote the sustainable economic and social recovery. Europe 2020 is meant to shape the 

European economy in the coming years and to prepare it for the challenges that the 

globalised world economic system, in which we all live, will bring in the next decade. Europe 

2020 is meant to establish the foundations for a sustainable growth so that the European 

economy can adapt and compete in a changing world, while the social protection of its 

citizens can be preserved. The pillars of this strategy are, firstly, what the EU defined as 

smart growth, characterised by the development of the capacity for innovation, the 

fostering of knowledge, education, and the promotion of a digital society. Secondly, growth 

has to be sustainable, which requires making our production more resource efficient and 

with a lesser environmental impact, while boosting competitiveness. Thirdly, growth has to 

be inclusive. This will require increased participation in the labour market, in particular 

among women, the acquisition by the labour force of additional skills, also to match the 

requirements of the jobs of the future, and finally a constant fight against poverty which 

prevents so many to have access to the new opportunities that the economy can create. 

Last but not least 2010 has been declared the European year for fight against poverty and 



social exclusion, important step to keep the inclusivity and fight against poverty high on the 

agenda.  

To achieve these objectives, the EU intends developing polices that will foster education, 

lifelong learning and skills development strategies. It is essential in fact to prepare today 

the new generations for the labour market of tomorrow; the capacity to better anticipate 

the future needs which would allow us to develop the matching skills that will be on demand 

in the markets of tomorrow. This approach can help the workers to benefit from the 

sometimes painful post-crises restructuring. The EU intends to lend its full support to the 

Global Skills Strategy that is being developed by the International Labour Organisation. 

Equally, the EU intends to promote youth employment as young people are a vulnerable 

group which is left behind by the labour market and this phenomenon can have negative 

long term economic and social consequences.  

Mr. Chairman,  

The European Union would like to reiterate its commitment to promote the rights enshrined 

in the UN Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). We must remember that 

10 % of the world population lives with a form of disability, a majority of them in developing 

countries. The Conference of the States Parties of the Convention met here in New York last 

September and focused its attention on the need to allow persons with disabilities to live 

independently and being included in their communities, as well as to their access to 

education. These are two major preconditions to allow them to pursue independent and 

active economic and social lives.  

As of today already 14 EU Member States (out of 27) have deposited their instruments of 

ratification and on 26 November 2009 the Council of the EU adopted the Decision 

concerning the conclusion, by the EU of the UNCRPD. The EU and its Member States are 

currently discussing a Code of Conduct on the respective competencies and the cooperation 

in the implementation of the Convention which will open the door to the final ratification of 

the UNCRPD by the EU. Without waiting for the formal act of ratification, the European 

Commission is taking the Convention as a reference while working on the preparation of a 

new European Disability Strategy which will set the EU work plan and priorities for the 

coming 10 years. Gender equality remains a key priority for the EU and we welcome the 

breakthrough achieved this year to strengthen the UN gender architecture.  

This important development came when we were celebrating the 15th anniversary of the 

Beijing Conference and while ECOSOC, during its Ministerial segment, was examining the 

implementation of internationally agreed goals and commitments in regard to gender 

equality and empowerment of women. Gender equality is a human rights issue but also a 

fundamental aspect of social integration and a precondition for economic development. 

Women need to fully enjoy economic and social rights to be able to contribute to the 

development of the economy in their own countries. We look forward to working with UN 

Woman in this and other related areas. Ageing continues to pose a challenge to the 

countries worldwide and, on the one hand, we need to ensure that elderly people receive 

adequate social protection and are treated with dignity. On the other hand, the current 

economic crisis might be an extra factor that can cause people to work longer as the 



average life expectancy increases. We need to prepare our societies for these challenges 

including through adequate lifelong training.  

To conclude Mr. Chairman, the world is facing great social challenges and we have no time 

to waste as we need to address the problems of today while we are preparing to face the 

changes of tomorrow. 

* Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process + Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and 

of the European Economic Area 


