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Madam Chairperson, Dear colleagues, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Turkey, Croatia , the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, the Countries of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Montenegro, Serbia, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia align 

themselves with this declaration. 

The European Unions would like first of all to welcome the appointment of Joan Clos as the 

new Executive Director of UN HABITAT. Mr Clos brings a wealth of experience to this role, 

an experience gained during both his time as mayor of Barcelona and as a Minister in the 

Spanish government. The EU looks forward to working with Mr Clos and we promise him our 

full support and constructive collaboration. 

Madam Chairperson, 

The urban population has been growing rapidly worldwide. This unstoppable process, 

coupled with poorly planned urban growth, presents a significant challenge for the 

international community, particularly in terms of sustainable human settlements. In this 

context, Habitat’s mandate to promote socially and environmentally sustainable towns and 

cities with the goal of providing adequate shelter for all is of increasing importance. In 

2010, 828 million people are living in slums despite concerted international efforts to 

improve the lives of slum dwellers in line with MDG 11. HABITAT is therefore facing huge 

tasks related to the impact of environmental degradation of human settlements and the 

growth in the number of slum dwellers, which are coupled with the current constrained 

financial climate. 

Along with other Heads of State and Governments at the Millennium Development Goals 

Summit, the EU has recently reiterated its commitment to continue working towards cities 

without slums in order to reduce the slum populations, to improve the lives of slum dwellers 

by promoting equal access to public services, including health, education, energy, water and 

sanitation and adequate shelter, according to the international Guidelines on this matter, 



adopted by the Governing Council of UN Habitat. The EU encourages sustainable urban and 

rural development with the participation of all stakeholders. This is especially important to 

ensure that the vision of cities without slums will be achieved without forced evictions. 

With the adoption of the Lisbon Agenda, European Union Member States made a 

commitment to facilitate social inclusion by ensuring the effective access to quality social 

services including housing. Indeed, the shortage of decent housing at affordable prices can 

contribute to exclusion and it must be taken fully into account when elaborating social 

inclusion and gender-responsive policies. Decent housing is an important condition for the 

exercise of fundamental rights such as the right to privacy and family life, the right to 

education, to employment and social security. 

Madam Chairperson, 

The EU recognizes UN-HABITAT’s achievements over the past year. The successful fifth 

World Urban Forum, held in Rio de Janeiro in March 2010 and organized by HABITAT and 

the Government of Brazil, provided an important platform bringing together over 10,000 

policy makers and practitioners for a discussion on bridging the urban divide. The EU looks 

forward to seeing the fruits of this discussion integrated into HABITAT’s work. The EU is 

grateful to the Government of Bahrain for its offer to host the 6th World Urban Forum in 

2012. 

The EU welcomes the progress made over the last year in the implementation of the 2008-

2013 Medium Term Strategic and Institutional Plan (MTSIP). The MTSIP has provided an 

important framework for the delivery of HABITAT’s mandate, through its six focus areas; 

1. advocacy, monitoring and partnerships; 

2. participatory urban planning, management and governance; 

3. pro-poor land and housing; 

4. environmentally sound basic infrastructure and services; 

5. strengthened human settlements finance systems; 

6. and excellence in management. 

We welcome the recent peer review of the MTSIP and the swift management response 

which demonstrates the commitment of HABITAT’s leadership to improved coherence in 

delivering results according to the MTSIP framework. The EU encourages HABITAT to 

maintain the momentum on this matter. The EU is committed to working closely with 

HABITAT to ensure success and we will play our part in striving to reduce bureaucratic 

demands on the organisation through the harmonisation of our requirements. 



In the delivery of the MTSIP, the EU welcomes UN-HABITAT’s considerable field experience 

and expertise in producing global, regional and national authoritative norms. This 

experience and excellent normative work fulfills an essential role in helping to set global 

standards. The EU encourages UN-HABITAT to focus on maximum implementation of these 

norms to ensure that this expertise is translated into real impact and results in the six 

identified Focus Areas. 

In this context, the EU recognises that delivering results is made more challenging in times 

of financial crisis. The EU also recognises that UN-HABITAT is a small programme which 

cannot respond to every request. It is therefore essential that UN-HABITAT maintains a 

rigorous focus on prioritisation, including in its allocation of resources. The upcoming 

months will mark a new chapter for UN-HABITAT with the recent arrival of the new 

Executive Director, the current multilevel Governance Review and a renewed emphasis on 

results based management. The EU is optimistic that the results will be a streamlined 

organisation, able to deliver on its core mandate and to adapt to emerging issues. Essential 

to this will be UN-HABITAT’S work with other UN entities. In this respect, the EU welcomes 

HABITAT’s commitment to forming strong partnerships at both the national and local level 

for the delivery of its goals and its efforts, within the UN, on delivering as one. 

In conclusion, the European Union welcomes the report of the Secretary-General and looks 

forward to constructively engaging in the discussions on the work of UN-Habitat during the 

coming weeks. I thank you. 


