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Mr. Chairman, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. "The Candidate Countries 

Turkey, Croatia*and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, the Countries of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Armenia, 

align themselves with this declaration 

For more than 60 years now, UNRWA has been the leading force in the efforts of the 

international community to help improve the living conditions and promote the human 

development of the more than 4.7 million Palestine refugees in the Gaza Strip, the West 

Bank, Jordan, Lebanon and the Syrian Arab Republic. UNRWA's steadfast commitment 

through the years to the fulfilment of its tasks - in sometimes very difficult circumstances - 

needs to be saluted. 

In this context, let me express at the outset the full support of the European Union and its 

Member States for the extension of UNRWA’s mandate and our deep appreciation for the 

invaluable work performed by the Agency. The European Union commends the efforts 

deployed by UNRWA’s Commissioner-General, Mr Filippo Grandi, who - since his 

appointment earlier this year - has continued to steer the Agency further along the path of 

improvements and reforms, to ensure that the Agency would be able to face the challenges 

of the future. The European Union recognises and values the support given by UNRWA's 

Advisory Commission in this regard. 

Let me also express the European Union’s appreciation to the Jordanian, Lebanese and 

Syrian authorities, who have consistently facilitated the work of UNRWA and who have 

continued to improve their assistance to Palestine refugees. 

Mr Chairman, 



The EU wishes to commend the unyielding commitment of UNRWA’s staff and management 

who courageously assume their responsibilities, often under difficult or dangerous 

conditions, to provide essential services to Palestine refugees and to their communities. 

UNRWA's activities in the areas of education, health, relief and social services, microfinance 

as well as infrastructure and camp improvement, are all crucial to the well-being of the 

refugee population. One highly appreciated and important event organized by UNRWA is the 

Summer Games in Gaza, which can count on the continued support of the European Union 

and its Member States. The European Union continues to be concerned about the 

particularly vulnerable situation of children and it fully appreciates the importance of 

UNRWA's activities in the field of education. 

Through the years, UNRWA has helped Palestine refugee children to acquire essential 

knowledge and skills, to achieve their potential and - crucially - to develop tolerance as well 

as understanding of not only their rights but also of the rights of others. In this context, 

urgent measures now need to be taken to address the fact that over 39,000 children in 

Gaza are being denied the opportunity to have access to a UN education. 

The European Union looks forward to planned reforms in the Agency's education programs, 

which will focus, among other things, on teacher training and assistance to children with 

special needs. Mr Chairman, The situation on the ground continues to hamper the capability 

of humanitarian operators - including UNRWA and other UN Agencies - to provide essential 

services to the Palestine refugee population. 

The European Union has welcomed Israeli steps to ease the entry of goods into Gaza, but 

reiterates its calls for a full implementation of UNSC resolution 1860 (2009) and for the 

immediate, sustained and unconditional opening of crossings for the flow of humanitarian 

aid, commercial goods and persons to and from Gaza including goods to and from the West 

Bank. In this context the EU calls for the full implementation of the 2005 Agreement on 

Movement and Access. Essential UNRWA projects, such as the reconstruction and 

maintenance of needed educational and health care facilities, as well as facilities for sewage 

treatment and power generation, require a steady and predictable supply of construction 

materials and equipment. This is not yet being provided. Limitations to the freedom of 

movement of UNRWA staff have also impeded the ability of the Agency to fulfil its tasks. 

Restrictions and administrative hurdles hindering the movements of Agency staff need to be 

addressed. The EU continues to call for a complete stop to all violence and arms smuggling 

into Gaza. 

The European Union is deeply troubled by instances of threats and attacks against UNRWA 

facilities and staff - as witnessed notably in the Gaza Strip earlier this year. The EU urges all 



parties to ensure full and secure access for all humanitarian personnel and goods as 

required by principles and practices of International Humanitarian Law and reiterated by the 

Road Map. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The European Union and its Member States remain UNRWA’s largest donor. In 2009, the EU 

as such provided 175 million Euros to UNRWA's regular budget. Moreover, the European 

Union and its Member States regularly make large contributions to UNRWA’s special 

programmes and emergency appeals, and have made additional efforts to alleviate 

UNRWA's acute funding shortfalls at the end of 2009 and in 2010. This continued 

commitment by the European Union and its Member States to support generously the 

activities of UNRWA is a reflection of the Union's humanitarian engagement. It is also a 

reflection of the contribution that UNRWA makes to regional security and stability. 

Nonetheless, UNRWA is currently faced with what Commissioner-General Grandi has 

referred to as an alarming financial situation. This situation has brought with it a series of 

austerity measures, which necessarily will affect the quality of the services provided to the 

refugees. UNRWA needs predictable and adequate funding. 

The European Union firmly believes that it is the shared responsibility of the international 

community to support UNRWA, both politically and financially. We have consistently called 

for equitable burden-sharing. The fact that 90% of UNRWA's resources are still provided by 

15 donors only, is not sustainable. Unpredictable fluctuations in exchange rates also 

contribute to the Agency's financial insecurity. The European Union strongly urges new 

donors to commit financially to the work of UNRWA, and existing donors to increase their 

contributions. A widened donor base will provide much needed stability to the Agency and 

will facilitate the planning of its activities and of its reform process. 

Mr Chairman, 

This reform process, upon which UNRWA has embarked, and which is reflected in its 

Medium Term Strategy for the years 2010 to 2015, will undoubtedly improve the quality of 

the services provided by the Agency. The process has reached the conclusion of its three-

year management reform initiative, begun in August 2006. During the second phase of the 

process, the Agency will review its programs to enhance their needs-based and result-

oriented character. 

The European Union urges the agency to apply maximum efficiency procedures to reduce 

operational and administrative cost and to maximise the use of resources and strongly 



supports its ambitious effort to revitalize the Agency and its effectiveness. The European 

Union believes that the reforms will strengthen the confidence of both donors and refugees. 

We encourage the Agency to work in close cooperation with the rest of the UN system in its 

reform efforts. 

Mr Chairman, 

The European Union calls on all parties to seek earnestly for a satisfactory way to keep the 

peace negotiations active and moving, and then to gather momentum, covering all final 

status issues, including borders, Jerusalem, refugees, security and water, respecting 

previous agreements and understandings. These negotiations should lead, within an agreed 

time-frame, to a two-state solution with the State of Israel and an independent, democratic, 

contiguous and viable State of Palestine, living side by side in peace and security. Until this 

ambition becomes a reality - hopefully in the near future - the European Union will continue 

to support the activities of UNRWA and the Palestine refugees in the Near East. 

Thank you Mr. Chairman. 


