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HIGH LEVEL EVENT – LAUNCH OF THE GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP 

FOR UNIVERSAL SOCIAL PROTECTION TO ACHIEVE THE 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

- ILO & World Bank Group - 

 

ALEXANDER DE CROO, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 

NEW YORK, 21/09/2016 - 8:30-9:45 AM - Conference Room 8 

(tbc) 

 

 

Mister President, 

Mister Director-General, 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,   

 

It is an honour for me to participate in this historic meeting. 

 

As co-chair of the Group of Friends of Decent Work, Belgium 

has always at the forefront of social protection.  

 

Our workings have even managed to result in a special SDG on 

the theme of decent work. 
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Leave no-one behind. That is the central ambition of the SDG 

agenda. If we really want to do eradicate extreme poverty by 

2030, we have to be willing to take bold steps and shift our 

thinking about social protection, from a short-term shock 

absorber to a global long-term endeavour. 

 

We will have to build strong, inclusive and sustainable 

economies while being attentive to social rights.  

 

We should never forget that strong social protection and a 

strong economy are both sides of the same coin.  

 

You cannot build a social paradise on an economic graveyard. 

 

Social protection systems are only sustainable if they are 

supported by a strong economy. 

 

Therefore it is crucial we foster inclusive and sustainable 

economic growth with a dynamic private sector. 

 

Strong social protection floors will strengthen our social, 

human and economic capital. And it will have a multiplier 
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effect, increasing the productivity of people, and stimulating 

economic performance. 

 

Social protection is not only a necessity to foster human 

development so that can people can invest in education, in 

health care for their children.  

 

It is also pivotal for macroeconomic stability, for increasing 

resilience to climate change, fostering gender equality, and  

building peace and security. 

 

Yet, today, almost three quarters of the global population has 

no adequate social protection. Even half of the world’s 

population has no social protection at all. Offering these people 

social protection floors that advance their human development 

is the challenge this Partnership has to take on. It probably is 

one of the largest challenges of our time. 

 

I am confident we can succeed. Precisely by building this 

partnership.  

 

In the past, we have seen enough fragmentation, small-scale 

initiatives and silos.  
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If we want real change, we have to come together and start a 

truly collaborative effort. 

 

Joining forces, that is precisely what the World Bank and the 

International Labour Organization offer us with this new Global 

Partnership. 

 

We have to build a strong and ambitious global coalition to 

ensure that all countries can implement effective and efficient 

social protection systems. 

 

In this partnership, our role will include sharing knowledge and 

experiences, and promote innovation. 

 

However, we have to realize that there is no such thing as one 

universal recipe for social protection.  

 

There are many ways to reach this objective. It is up to each 

and every country to decide how to proceed, taking into 

account its specific national context. 

 

Whether it is health care for all, the protection of young 

mothers or older employees, protecting people who have been 

struck by bad luck and lost their job, it is the responsibility of 
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national governments to consider how to offer social 

protection, be it  with social benefits financed by taxes, or 

protection through insurance, programs guaranteeing a 

minimum income security, or public works programs. 

 

Establishing a system of social protection is first and foremost a 

national responsibility. We cannot export social protection 

systems to other countries but what we can do is share our 

experiences and learn from each other. 

 

Let me share the story of my own country, Belgium. 

 

In Belgium, the first measures of social protection were 

launched just after the Second World War.  

 

At the time, Belgium was a vulnerable country in full 

reconstruction. Yet, people felt a strong sense of national 

solidarity. This shows that even in very difficult contexts it is 

possible to establish solid systems of social protection. 

 

On many occasions, our Belgian system of social protection has 

proven this solidity. Like other countries, we have been hit hard 

by the economic and financial crisis. However, we continued to 
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invest in social protection. It allowed businesses to be resilient 

and workers to maintain their purchasing power. 

 

Recently, due to the closure of a large company, thousands of 

people in Belgium lost their job. Yet, they themselves are not 

lost.  

 

Our social protection floor will help them in this most difficult 

time for their families. Education, health care and a minimum 

income are guaranteed so that they can invest all their energy 

in actively looking for a new job. 
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Mr. President, Mr. Director General,  

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

We have no excuse for dragging our feet and postpone action. 

We know that social protection is affordable for all countries, 

even for the poorest. 

 

Research shows that the costs of social protection floors can be 

funded in a sustainable way by national resources.  

 

However, studies also show that the initial establishment of 

basic protection requires important investments in developing 

expertise and capacity, that are indeed indispensable to define 

social protection policies, and to estimate their costs and 

financing. 

 

As I said at the beginning, it is our common cause to leave no-

one behind. I am convinced that the Global Partnership for 

Universal Social Protection, that we are launching today will be 

an important catalyst for bringing social protection to millions 

and make this ambition into a reality. 

 

I thank you. 


