KINGDOM OF BELGIUM

Statement delivered by

Gilles BAUWENS, Counselor

="\ | UNGA 79 - THIRD COMMITTEE

=

KINGDOM OF BELGIUM Item 67: Rights of Children

Interactive dialogue with SRSG Children
and Armed Conflict Virginia Gamba

New York, 10t October 2024

Chair,

Belgium thanks the Special Representative for her latest report, which once again underlines the
deeply worrying, negative trends, globally, in grave violations against children.

We share your concern about the continued trend of killing and maiming of children by explosive
weapons and remnants of war, and particularly the use of explosive weapons with a wide-impact
area, including in densely populated areas. The use of such weapons is rarely if ever compatible
with the fundamental principles of distinction, proportionality and precaution under international
humanitarian law. The impact on children, who are the most vulnerable, is devastating. The use by
Israel of massive, indiscriminate bombs like the GBU-31 in Gaza, as documented by OHCHR and
others, is a tragic illustration of this. Up to 70% of civilian casualties in Gaza are women and
children and thousands of children have ended up with severe disabilities.

Special Representative,

In your 2023 discussion paper you underlined the disproportionate impact of armed conflict on
children with disabilities. Not only are these children even more vulnerable than other children, they
also require special care which is often unavailable during armed conflict, for instance because
hospitals are bombed or humanitarian access is denied. Both of these grave violations are, again,
reported in Gaza.

Could you give an update on efforts, as discussed in your paper, to better take into account children
with disabilities and their specific requirements into the action to protect conflict-affected children?

Thank you.



