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Chair, 

Belgum thanks the special rapporteur for her report, which shows how pervasive 
technology-facilitated sexual abuse and exploitation of children is. It indeed requires 
action, regulation and prevention. Allow me to elaborate on some Belgian examples. 

The section in your report about child sexual abuse materials generated by artificial 
intelligence is deeply worrying. You raise crucial questions about the legal status of AI 
models in this context. In Belgium, already in 2016 a change in the law was introduced 
criminalizing all visual materials of child sexual abuse, regardless of whether real children 
are involved.  

A key actor in Belgium in the fight against child abuse is Child Focus. Child Focus has a 
specific support hotline for victims of technology-facilitated sexual abuse materials, and 
closely cooperates with the Belgian federal police and the international INHOPE network 
to help victims.  

One of the more dreadful aspects of technology-facilitated child abuse and sexual 
exploitation is the fact that it is so hard to remove materials from the internet. Victims 
become victims again and again. To break this cycle, Child Focus, with the financial 
support of the Belgian Ministry of Justice, is actively involved in the Arachnid project, 
developed by the Canadian Center for Child Protection. Arachnid is an innovative tool that 
detects and removes known sexual abuse images of minors on the internet. The results 
are so far very encouraging.  

 



Special Rapporteur, 

After reading your report, the challenges exposed can seem daunting. But as the Arachnid 
project shows, effective action is possible. We encourage you to continue your work on 
this incredibly important topic. 

Thank you. 


