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Thank you Chair, 

I am honoured to deliver this statement on behalf of the three countries of the BENELUX: 
Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg. 

Madam Special Rapporteur, 

We welcome you for your first interactive dialogue with the Third Committee and thank you 
for your report regarding the harmful impact of the increasing negative and stigmatizing 
rhetoric targeting civil society actors as threats to security, economic prosperityand 
societal values. 

It is of utmost concern that these narratives are part of the closing of civic space, anti-
rights movements and growing authoritarianism around the world, threatening democracy 
and sustainable development itself. 

We therefore call on all States to actively create an enabling environment for the full 
enjoyment of the freedom of peaceful assembly and association, by for example 
facilitating peaceful protests, in line with Human Rights Council resolution on the right to 
peaceful protest (see A/HRC/56/L.19/Rev.1). 

Madam Special Rapporteur, 

In your report you mention the #UnMute campaign that’s calling for greater active and 
equitable participation of civil society in United Nations discussions, like for instance in 
the context of the Third Committee. The UN Guidance Note on Protection and Promotion 
of Civic Space is also of note in this regard. Could you share some concrete measures that 
should be taken to destigmatize NGO-participation and expand civic space at the UN? 


