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 Mr. Chair,  

I have the honor to deliver this joint statement, co-presented by Albania, Belgium, Côte d'Ivoire, the 
Dominican Republic and my own country Kyrgyzstan, on behalf of 75 countries1. A full list of 
countries supporting this joint statement will be made available through estatement platform.  

We would like to seize this occasion to underline the great importance we attach to the promotion 
and protection of women’s and girls’ human rights. The full realization of the human rights of all 
women and girls is still far from a reality. On the contrary, 45 years after the adoption of the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against women (CEDAW), no country 
in the world has successfully eliminated all forms of discrimination against women or achieved 
full equality. In many parts of the world we are even facing a backlash against gender equality.  

In the year of the 45th anniversary of the adoption of CEDAW and the 25th anniversary of the 
adoption of its Optional Protocol, our countries want to reiterate the importance of these two legal 
instruments. They play a key role in the elimination of discrimination and violence against women 
and girls and should therefore be at the center of any future actions.  

Today, 189 States have ratified CEDAW, which can be considered a success. Unfortunately, a 
relatively large number of States parties have made substantive reservations. Some States have 
even entered reservations to the very important article 2, which contains the central commitment 
of parties to eradicate all forms of discrimination against women, including gender-based 

 
1 See the list of countries in the annex 1 



 

discrimination. Many reservations are directed at those provisions seeking to eliminate 
discrimination in the private sphere of work, home and family. Such substantive reservations have 
the potential to limit significantly the obligations undertaken by the reserving States and in this way 
they clearly undermine the object and purpose of the Convention. We regret the existence of such 
reservations and encourage the States parties concerned to review and withdraw those 
reservations.  

Once ratified, the effective implementation of CEDAW is of crucial importance. Part of this 
implementation is to timely submit periodic reports to the CEDAW-Committee. Regrettably, a 
considerable number of States Parties have not done so. We call upon those States Parties to 
submit their periodic reports as soon as possible.  

Regarding the Optional Protocol, only 115 out of 189 States Parties to CEDAW have ratified the 
Protocol. We invite those States who have not ratified the Protocol yet, to seize the occasion of the 
25th anniversary to consider ratifying the Protocol.  

Thank you. 

 

 

 



 

 


