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Mr. President,

On behalf of the Benelux countries, Belgium, Luxembourg, and my own country the Kingdom
of the Netherlands, | would like to thank you for convening today’s debate.

The Benelux countries welcome your decision to re-appoint the Permanent Representatives
of Austria and the State of Kuwait, Ambassador Alexander Marschik and Ambassador Tareq
Albanai, as Co-Chairs of the Intergovernmental Negotiations (IGN) on Security Council reform.

We are grateful that the Co-Chairs have agreed to continue their important work during the
79" UNGA session. We stand ready to support them in advancing the Security Council reform
process.

Under the able and dedicated leadership of the Co-Chairs, significant progress has been made
over the past year. A major achievement is the IGN's contribution to the recently adopted Pact
for the Future, in which Heads of State and Government agreed on key actions for Security
Council reform. The Secretary-General has described these actions as the strongest language
on Security Council reform in a generation and the most concrete step towards Council
enlargement since 1963.

The Benelux countries fully support the Pact for the Future’s ambitious language on Security
Council reform. We welcome the call by leaders to:

1. reform the Security Council and address the urgent need to make it more
representative, inclusive, transparent, efficient, effective, democratic and accountable;

2. enlarge the Council in order to make it more representative of today’s world. In
particular, increase the representation of developing countries and small- and medium-
sized States, and reflect the legitimate aspirations of African countries;

3. continue discussions on the representation of cross-regional groups, including Small
Island Developing States;

4. work towards a consolidated reform model;



5. improve and democratize the working methods of the Security Council and strengthen
its relationship with the General Assembly;

6. intensify efforts to reach an agreement on the future of the veto, including discussions
on limiting its scope and use.

Moreover, we welcome the Pact for the Future’s strong emphasis on accountability. This
includes the commitment by leaders to fully implement and adhere to all provisions of the UN
Charter, including Article 27 (3), as well as the pledge to support credible, timely and decisive
action by the Security Council to prevent or end the commission of genocide, crimes against
humanity or war crimes.

The Benelux countries look forward to participating in the next IGN discussions on reform
models presented by States and Groups. Our position is well-known: we favor an expansion in
both permanent and non-permanent membership categories that ensures a balance between
the representativeness and effectiveness of an enlarged Council. We would also be open to
consider the possibility of longer term non-permanent seats should this proposal form a basis
for a compromise between the various groups. The Benelux countries believe that any
enlarged Security Council should be more representative of today’s world and in particular
reflect the legitimate aspirations of the African Group. In addition, we support an increased
representation of developing countries and small- and medium-sized Member States,
including Small Island Developing States. We also support limitations on the use of the veto
and we support efforts to improve the working methods of the Security Council.

Mr. President,

The Pact for the Future is an important step toward meaningful and comprehensive reform of
the Security Council. It is critical that we start implementing the Pact and that the upcoming
IGN meetings lead to an agreement on a consolidated reform model.

During this year's Summit of the Future and General Debate, over 140 leaders underscored the
importance of a comprehensive Security Council reform. We must now build on the
momentum and deliver on our commitments. The start of text-based negotiations within a
fixed time frame is a prerequisite for achieving this goal. You can count on the full support of
the Benelux countries to this end.

| thank you.



