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Thank you, Mr. President, for convening this annual debate of the 

General Assembly on the use of the veto.  

I have the honor to speak on behalf of the three Benelux 

countries: Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the Netherlands and my 

own country, Belgium. We fully subscribe to the statement by the 

distinguished Permanent Representative of Liechtenstein on 

behalf of a cross-regional group of countries. 

The Benelux countries were proud cosponsors of resolution 

76/262, which established a standing mandate for this General 

Assembly to hold a debate when a veto is cast in the Security 

Council. We reiterate our thanks to Liechtenstein for its 

leadership on this landmark resolution and value the broad 

cross-regional support it enjoys.  

 

The adoption of the resolution was a significant step towards 

increasing the accountability and transparency of the Security 

Council and strengthening the role of the General Assembly. The 

standing mandate established by resolution 76/262 

complements the Assembly’s powers under the Uniting for 

Peace resolution, which provides that the Assembly can 

consider a matter and make recommendations in 

circumstances of lack of Security Council unanimity.  
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An important impetus for the adoption of resolution 76/262 was 

the widespread concerns among Members of this Assembly 

over the Security Council’s paralysis in relation to Russia’s 

aggression against Ukraine. We still deeply regret the veto by 

Russia of a draft resolution that would have required it to cease 

its aggression against Ukraine and withdraw its military forces 

from Ukraine within its internationally recognized borders. 

 

Russia further weakened the Security Council’s toolbox by 

vetoing the renewals of the mandate of the Panel of Experts 

supporting the 1718 Sanctions Committee on the DPRK ; of the 

Mali sanctions regime; of the Syria cross-border humanitarian 

aid mechanism;  or, no later than two days ago, on protection of 

civilians in Sudan.    

 

In December 2023, following one of several vetoes used by three 

different permanent members of the Council regarding the 

Middle-East, this Assembly was able to adopt a resolution 

demanding an immediate ceasefire in Gaza, the immediate and 

unconditional release of all hostages, and ensuring humanitarian 

access. The Benelux countries call for these measures to be 

implemented [and regret that a new veto was cast today on the 

same topic.] 

 

Allow me to highlight three brief points regarding the use of the 

veto.  

 

First, resolution 76/262 is there to remind everyone that the veto 

power is not a privilege but a responsibility – a responsibility 

that must be taken seriously by all permanent members of the 

UN Security Council. The veto power comes with the 

responsibility to work to achieve the purposes and principles of 

the Charter and to be accountable to the entire UN membership. 
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As per Article 24.1 of the UN Charter, the Security Council acts 

on behalf of all Members States in carrying out its mandate for 

the maintenance of international peace and security. The veto 

initiative is therefore a powerful tool to bring the practice of the 

use of the veto in line with the UN Charter, thereby supporting a 

more effective multilateralism.   

 

Second, the veto initiative is critical as the veto has not always 

been used as it was intended. This is especially damaging when 

the veto prevents the Council from taking decisive steps to 

address or prevent mass atrocities and international crimes. 

This is why the Benelux countries strongly support initiatives 

such as the political declaration proposed by France and Mexico 

and the Code of Conduct developed by the Accountability, 

Coherence and Transparency Group (ACT Group), aimed at 

limiting the use of veto in cases of genocide, crimes against 

humanity and war crimes. In addition, we believe that all 

members of the Security Council must adhere to and act in the 

spirit of article 27.3 of the UN Charter, which stipulates that “a 

party to a dispute shall abstain from voting”. In the recently 

adopted Pact for the Future, we have taken important decisions 

in this regard, under action 41. They have to be implemented.  

 

This brings me to my third and final point, namely the role and 

responsibility of the General Assembly in matters pertaining to 

peace and security. While the Security Council remains the 

principal organ with primary responsibility for the maintenance 

of international peace and security, the relationship between the 

Security Council and General Assembly must be mutually 

reinforcing and complementary. We believe the General 

Assembly has a political responsibility to address situations 

where the use of the veto leads to paralysis in the Security 

Council. Here again, the Pact for the Future, under action 42, 
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gives us a strong basis to make further progress, so does 

resolution 77/335 on “GA revitalization”, adopted last year.  

Building on that resolution and supported by a cross-regional 

group of countries a digital handbook on the UN General 

Assembly’s past practice on peace and security has been 

produced. We trust that it could improve the cooperation of the 

Council and this Assembly toward peace.  

 

I thank you. 


