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Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Four years ago, in this very same room, we adopted the UN 75th Anniversary Declaration. It was
a call to action. Action towards a reinvigorated multilateralism with the UN at its centre.

A call to action stemming from a realization that the United Nations and global multilateralism
needed to adapt and respond better to current and future challenges in a rapidly changing world.

The call to action was timely. Today we face even greater challenges than 4 years ago:
accelerating climate change, pandemics, wars impacting millions of people,...

Now it is high time to deliver on our commitments : how can we, as a community of world
leaders, bridge our divides and work better together to improve the well-being of people and
planet?

*** Rules based order / human rights ***

First. We need to uphold our commitment to a rules-based international order. We should strive to
lead by example. By abiding by international law, applying the principles of the UN Charter and by
respecting and promoting the rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR) in our own countries and abroad.

Human rights are universal. Representatives from across the world sat at the drawing board when
this milestone document for our collective humanity was adopted in 1948.

The Pact for the Future reaffirms our commitment to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Strengthening the human rights pillar; will go a long way in preventing conflicts, creating a
conducive environment for emerging technologies and including youth and civil society in
meaningful engagement in decision making.

Unfortunately, we are confronted with human rights backsliding globally. Leaders increasingly put
“interests” above “values”. Conservative and populist movements target the rights of women and
girls. Attempts to re-write Human Rights have been underway for years.



We need to resist these-regressions. Human rights defenders need to be protected, the freedom
of expression needs to be assured, politicians need to be held accountable.

*#** Reform of the International Financial Architecture ***
Madam / Mister President,

It is time to transform global governance and ensure an international financial architecture that
works for everyone, particularly the most vulnerable. None of the ambitious goals set out in the
Pact for the Future will be achieved if we fail to make progress here.

The current system, while instrumental in global development, must evolve to address the growing
disparities between nations.

Belgium has been a leading voice for more efficiency within the multilateral system and the MDBs
(Multilateral Development Banks). Public sector financing needs to be combined with increased
private sector financing to fund sustainable and inclusive growth.

MDBs (Multilateral Development Banks) need to become more strategic, more responsive and act

in a more integrated way to address global challenges and the current imbalances within the
multilateral system.

*** Science, Technology and Digital Cooperation ***
Ladies and gentlemen,

Responding to today’s challenges also means unlocking the full potential of digital technologies,
to create a more inclusive future.

These opportunities must be harnessed. The Global Digital Compact is a critical step towards
enhancing global digital cooperation.

If digital technologies hold the potential to deliverimmense benefits to humanity, they also present
significant challenges that must be addressed.

Robust public guardrails for high-risk applications will be needed. All regions of the world need to
be able to contribute to research and development. And we must ensure that new technologies are
human-centric and safeguard human rights.

In this respect, the EU Artificial Intelligence Act and the GDPR set the standard for a strong, forward-
looking regulation that can serve as an inspiration for all.
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In conclusion, the challenges we face today are immense, but so is our collective capacity to
overcome them.

It's up to us all to deliver and turn these documents into milestones for the UN and the international
community. Belgium stands ready to contribute to this endeavor, working alongside all of you to
turn the vision of a UN 2.0 into a reality and create a brighter and fairer future for people and planet.

Thank you.



