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Thank you chair,

Belgium thanks the special rapporteur for her report, which highlights the interlinkages between
gender and peace and security, and in particular the increased risk of trafficking in persons and
related violations in situations of armed conflict, disasters and disease.

Conflict affects entire civilian populations, but the consequences exacerbate pre-existing gender
inequalities. To ensure effective protection for all victims, a gender transformative approach is
essential. Therefore, Belgium stresses the importance of integrated policies in this regard,
ensuring both age- and gender-appropriate anti-trafficking measures as well as the full recognition
of all trafficking survivors and their rights.

We appreciate that you pointed out the potential for anti-trafficking measures to aggravate gender
inequalities. As your analysis underlines, age, gender, and other factors impact the causes,
consequences and experiences of victims of trafficking. The lack of recognition suffered by victims
of trafficking when they do not fit the typical stereotypes threatens their access to justice and
remains a serious issue.

Belgium shares your concern that current measures are insufficient in addressing the gender
dimensions of trafficking in persons. It is crucial for states to adopt a comprehensive and
specialized approach to combat trafficking in persons. In response to this pressing issue, Belgium
established a unique helpline for victims of human trafficking. This hotline provides victims and
witnesses with essential information and can refer them to the three specialized reception centers,
thereby enhancing support for those affected by trafficking.

Special Rapporteur, in your opinion, what can States concretely do to support civil society in helping
prevent trafficking in persons within the context of conflict and peacebuilding?

Thank you.



