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President, 

Belgium thanks the Special Rapporteur for his report.  

Policy measures aimed at countering and preventing terrorism and violent extremism must fully 

respect the principles of legality, proportionality, necessity and non-discrimination, as well as all 

human rights and fundamental freedoms. This clearly also applies to regional organizations. As 

an EU member, we took very good note of the report’s observations about the EU. We will continue 

to strive for improvements, in line with the Special Rapporteur’s recommendations.  

We also greatly value the cooperation with other regional organisations. One recent example is a 

training provided to Belgian officials by the Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, 

ODIHR, of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the OSCE.  

As stated in your report, ODIHR is mandated to monitor and assist OSCE member States to ensure 

respect for human rights and has promoted human rights through manuals, guidelines and 

publications on a wide range of counter-terrorism issues. During the training, the ODIHR team 

provided insights, experiences and lessons learned on how to counter terrorism while upholding 

human rights. From the Belgian side, a wide range of security actors from the Ministry of Defence, 

the Federal Police and other institutions were present.  

Special Representative, do you have any plans for visiting the OSCE and explore possibilities of 

cooperation with ODIHR? 

Thank you. 

 


