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Chair, 

Almost 30 years ago, we committed ourselves in Beijing to take bold steps for gender equality. 
Progress was made, but we have to collectively admit that no country has achieved full gender 
equality. Worse, we are witnessing a rise in authoritarianism and multiple crises which 
disproportionally affect women’s rights worldwide, while anti-gender movements are undermining 
current achievements and stalling progress in the 12 key areas of the Beijing Platform of Action. 

Let us be clear: no tradition, religion, political ideology, cultural value or custom can ever justify 
gender discrimination or the denial of the rights of women and girls, in all their diversity. Now more 
than ever we must  step up our joint efforts to achieve gender equality. Not only on paper, but by 
bringing the social transformation necessary for this goal. 

This year, we also mark the 10th anniversary of the Council of Europe Convention on preventing 
and combatting violence against women and domestic violence – the so-called Istanbul 
Convention. The Convention has a track record of improved legislation, strengthened support 
services and adequate training of professionals. It provides for the implementation of 
comprehensive and coordinated policies between national governmental bodies involved in 
prevention, prosecution and protection. Gender based violence requires such a holistic approach 
covering all domains, including sports.  

There is a lot of debate and controversy around sexual orientation and gender identity in the 
context of sports, both at amateur level as well as in top sports. We could witness this again during 
the Paris Olympics. While this topic indeed merits our dedicated attention, Belgium would like to 
stress the importance of not falling into the trap of opposing the human rights of individuals 
belonging to one group against those of another. Legitimate concerns should be able to be raised, 
while at the same time, stereotypes and transphobia should be addressed.  

Madam Nyirinkindi (Chair Working Group Discrimination against Women and Girls), 

Could you elaborate on how States, in full collaboration with civil society, can counter these 
politically motivated and ideology-based roll backs and what concrete actions can be taken to 
strengthen social movements working towards equal, inclusive and just societies? 


