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President,
Belgium thanks the Special Rapporteur for her report.

We underline the crucial role of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination (CERD) and its Committee in the fight against racism and related intolerance. We
strongly encourage States that have not yet ratified the Convention to do so, and to withdraw any
reservations.

The rise of extremism in our societies is concerning. Belgium is committed to combating online
and offline hate speech, particularly regarding racism and antisemitism. This year, Belgium
updated its administrative guidelines and penal code to improve the registration of complaints.
The new offence classification system will enable more precise categorization of hate crimes,
linking them directly to forms of discrimination such as racism, antisemitism, Romaphobia,
Afrophobia and others. This will enable us to better monitor trends and respond more effectively
to racism and racial discrimination.

Madam Special Rapporteur,

You stressed the need for States not only to meet their international obligations but also implement
measures to promote equality. As Belgium concludes a year celebrating the International Decade
of People of African Descent, highlighting their contributions in all sectors, what additional
measures do you recommend to accelerate progress toward equality?

Thank you.



