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Chair,

Belgium thanks the Special Rapporteur for his report and for highlighting the obstacles to
electoral participation for LGBTQI+ persons, as well as some solutions, such as simplified
recognition of gender identity in official documents. Belgium has implemented this
measure and encourages other countries to do so.

My own country has just completed a new electoral cycle this year. Despite strong support
in Belgium for the human rights of LGBTQI+ people and a progressive legislative
framework, we are no exception to the rise of anti-gender narratives, particularly online.

We are concerned about the increasing polarization of sexual orientation and gender
identity issues during elections. We must denounce the political appeal to anti-LGBTQI+
animosity, which translates into discrimination, under-representation and violence against
these persons. Marginalized groups are too often used as scapegoats to gain political
power and distract the population from other pressing domestic economic and political
issues.

Mr. Special Rapporteur,

What specific measures can be taken by governments and civil society to better counter
the rise of anti-LGBTQI+ discourse during election periods?

Thank you.



