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Excellencies, dear collagues, dear friends,

I'm very pleased to welcome you to the side-event on the Children and
Armed Conflict (CAAC) of this High Level Week. Despite all the suffering
of children, it is striking that little attention is paid to CAAC during this
High Level Week. Holding such a CAAC side-event isn't anecdotical or just
“nice to have”. Rather, it sends a clear message at the outset of the 79t
General Assembly of the United Nations that both Security Council and
non-Security Council Member States will continue to address the
protection of children affected by armed conflict. Indeed, although the
CAAC mandate originates from the Security Council, its scope extends

beyond it.

For instance, my country Belgium kept on advancing the CAAC agenda
after our presidency of the CAAC Working Group of the Security Council.
We have achieved this by advocating and engaging with partners as well
as by financing the primary UN bodies dedicated to CAAC, namely UNICEF
and the Office of the Special Representative for Children and Armed

Conflict. Last June, during the Belgian Presidency of the European Union,
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we adopted a revised version of the EU guidelines on CAAC. These
guidelines will direct the actions that the European Union undertakes to
mitigate the impact of armed conflict on children. This demonstrates that
the CAAC agenda extends beyond the UN framework. In this context, we
support similar initiatives within regional bodies such as the African Union
and the League of Arab States. It is indeed essential for the CAAC agenda
to be implemented on the ground, which leads us to the focus of today’s

event.

The world didn’t need a reminder of the tragic consequences that denying
humanitarian access have on children. Yet children in Gaza are now dying
of hunger — a catastrophe which could have been avoided if aid were
accessible. This is why Belgium, together with Jordan and EU, launched
the 'Call to Action for Palestinian Children in the West Bank and Gaza'
through which we call for safe and unrestricted access of humanitarian

access.

Unfortunately, Gaza isnt the only region where the movement of
humanitarian workers is restricted. In places like Eastern DRC, Sudan, and
Haiti, accessing children is becoming increasingly challenging. The rights
of humanitarian workers, as outlined under international and
humanitarian law, are no longer being respected. Restoring the centrality
of international humanitarian law in today’s armed conflict is urgent — and
we will focus on this question during a side-event this Wednesday hosted

by Belgium, Indonesia and the European Union.

The speakers of today’s event will delve into strategies to engage with

parties to the conflict to ensure unhindered humanitarian access to
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children. But before turning the discussion to this excellent panel, | would
like to thank Save the Children and Watchlist for spearheading the

organization of this crucial side event.

Additionally, | would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Her
Excellency Vanessa Frazier, Permanent Representative of Malta and
President of the Working Group of the Security Council, and her team, for
their outstanding work in an exceptionally challenging geopolitical
context. We have greatly valued the cooperation over the past two years

and wish you all the best for the remaining four months of your mandate.



