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Madam Chair, 

First of all, I wish to congratulate you on assuming the chairmanship of this year’s First Committee 

meeting and I want to assure you of the full support of my delegation. 

Belgium fully supports the statement made by the European Union. Allow me to make a number 

of additional points in my national capacity. 

Chair, 

Every year this Committee seems to be operating in a more dangerous and complicated world 

than the one before. Distrust reigns and conflicts rage on. The basis of our international order is 

under attack. The Charter of the United Nations is consistently being violated by one of the 

permanent members of the Security Council, which wishes to deny a Member State both its 

national sovereignty and territorial integrity. This makes the war in Ukraine exceptional and 

consequential. Our common norms and values are also breached elsewhere and the neutrality of 

our international institutions is being contested. We are appalled by the unacceptable number of 

civilian casualties the current crisis in the Middle East causes and we remind all parties that they 

are bound by international humanitarian law and that breaches thereof must be prosecuted to 

their full extent. Once again, we call for the immediate release of all remaining hostages. We urge 

all actors to exercise restraint, prevent further escalation and engage in international diplomatic 



efforts. We express deep concern over the laws currently under discussion in Israel which could 

halt the lifesaving operations of UNRWA, which provides services in Gaza and across the region 

that are essential and irreplaceable. Belgium supports the mandate of the United Nations Interim 

Force in Lebanon and condemns the attacks by the Israeli Defence Forces against UNIFIL.  

Inevitably, this challenging global environment will affect our work. There will be major differences 

of opinion. We should however not fall into the trap of wilful polarization, which reduces our vision 

and leads to obstructionism. 

Chair, 

This year again, we have to call out Russia for its attack on the rules-based international order. We 

are very concerned over Minister Lavrov’s statement that the issue of denuclearization of North 

Korea is “off the table.” The DPRK’s nuclear programme is illegal and the country cannot claim a 

status which it was not granted in the Non-Proliferation Treaty. It is characteristic for the current 

Russian shortsightedness that it is willing to undermine the NPT in exchange for the delivery of 

ballistic missiles and other military equipment. It reinforces our fear that sensitive technology and 

information may be transferred to Pyongyang as part of the strategic partnership between the 

DPRK and Russia. Moreover, the already fragile UN sanctions regime against the DPRK is at risk 

of further weakening at the behest of a country that helped to install it. 

Another provider of weapons to Russia, Iran, is also trying to cash in on its quid pro quo. Tehran 

continues to expand its nuclear programme, including with highly enriched material for which 

there is no credible civilian application, while still refusing to grant appropriate access to the IAEA. 

We call on Iran to reverse course and to honor its non-proliferation obligations. Ratifying the 

Additional Protocol to its IAEA Safeguards Agreement would help guarantee proper verification. 

Ratifying the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty would signal true commitment to a world 

without nuclear weapons. 

These proliferation crises put the NPT more to the test than the lack of progress on nuclear 

disarmament, although we must move forward on both fronts. Nuclear disarmament is a 

requirement under article VI, but it should not become a mantra in an echo chamber. Calls for 

disarmament have to be accompanied by pressure on those States that are unwilling to commit. 

China and Russia refuse to engage in serious arms control talks with the US, despite the latter’s 

willingness to start deliberations without preconditions. China has not pledged a moratorium on 



the production of fissile material for explosive purposes, despite being the last nuclear-weapon 

State in this position. Moreover, it is the only nuclear-weapon State still expanding its nuclear 

arsenal. 

Chair, 

Chemical weapons are the only weapons of mass destruction employed in conflict during this 

21st century. Syria did not hesitate to use these horrendous weapons against its own population 

time and again. Russia for its part has used chemical weapons in targeted assassination 

operations and now is most likely using riot control agents and chloropicrin on the battlefield in 

Ukraine. No country can be given immunity for such intolerable crimes. The international 

community should continue to collect evidence with a view to future prosecution.   

Chair, 

Horrific as weapons of mass destruction may be, it is the conventional weapons that are claiming 

dozens of lives, day after day. There is a need to keep existing frameworks fit for purpose. The UN 

Programme of Action for Small Arms and Light Weapons needs to take account of modern 

weapon designs and production methods. We welcome the decision of the Revcon4 of the PoA, 

which you chaired, to consider the issue of the impact of new technologies on marking and tracing 

during the next cycle which will take us to the RevCon 5.  

Despite some setbacks, humanitarian disarmament, as embodied in the Ottawa and Oslo 

Conventions, is still a lifesaver. Strengthening the norm against the use of anti-personnel mines 

and cluster munition continues to be a priority for us. Universalization is key in this regard.     

Chair, 

Science does not wait for the regulators. Scientific development is outpacing regulations in the 

field of autonomous weapon systems. Innovative systems and artificial intelligence are being 

introduced on the battlefield. Now is the time for a normative framework, if we wish to regulate 

the development and use of these systems before being confronted with a fait accompli. The 

Secretary-General sensed this urgency and asked the member States to provide a legal framework 

for autonomous weapon systems by 2026, a call which Belgium supports. Work in the Group of 

Governmental Experts within the CCW has progressed, and we welcome this. There is however a 

need to bring the issue to the attention of a wider audience and to discuss issues not covered in 



the mandate of the GGE. The report of the Secretary-General in implementation of GA resolution 

is a welcome step in this regard and needs to be followed up.   

 

 


