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Mr. Chair, 

Let me repeat once more what was said by previous speakers: the Istanbul Conference was 

a very successful conference, thanks to the work of LDC under the leadership of your 

country, Mr. Chair, thanks to the work of the UN, thanks also to the intergovernmental 

negotiations, which were not always easy, but could be concluded in a consensual way and, 

last but not least, thanks to the perfect organization by our Turkish hosts and the leadership 

of Turkey. In the aftermath of the Conference, we have been expressing our faith in the 

Istanbul Program of Action and this fact alone is a very welcome and promising basis for our 

future work. 

At the Istanbul meeting, we addressed the shortcomings of the Brussels Plan of Action and 

developed a wider, more comprehensive approach, with a strong focus on economic 

development and productive capacity, the enhancement of national capacities, ownership, 

wider partnership and mutual accountability, and –very importantly- the need for follow-up 

and monitoring. Time has now come to implement the IPoA. In this context, we welcome 

the roadmap (and the hard work) of the LDC Group and of OHRLLS and USG Cheick Sidi 

Diarra. They presented a welcome program of implementation, an excellent guide for our 

activities and actions in the weeks, months and no doubt years to come. Mr. Chair, My 

delegation associates itself fully with the statement made by the EU delegation. Belgium 

fully and unconditionally supports the implementation program and agrees with the 

priorities identified so far. 

Without wanting to be selective, my delegation would like to focus on four points: First : the 

question of graduation and smooth transition is key. Graduating countries should not suffer 

delays or setbacks. Currently, there are no real incentives to graduate. Something needs to 

be done here. In this context, we would welcome the early activation of the ad hoc GA 

Working Group. Second: my delegation would like to insist on the crucial role of the private 

sector in economic development and investment. This potential is still untapped. There is 

also the issue of encouraging public-private partnerships. Third: While preparing the major 

upcoming international conferences, we need to take the LDC dimension into account. This 

is particularly so in the preparatory process of Rio +20. And finally: we should do all this in 

full respect of the principle of ownership and leadership by LDCs of their own development, 

it being understood that they deserve the support of their development partners in building 

their own capacities. 



Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

 


