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Mr. Chairman, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Croatia*, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia* and Iceland+, the Countries of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia 

align themselves with this declaration. 

Mr. Chairman, 

At the outset, the European Union would like to congratulate you upon your election as 

Chairman of the Fifth Committee together with the other members of the Bureau. We are 

confident that, with your experience in this particular function and under your leadership 

negotiations within the Fifth Committee will reach a fruitful conclusion. We are also pleased 

to be able to draw on the extensive experience of the Secretariat of the Committee, as well 

as on that of the other Secretariat officials and of the ACABQ, whose contribution is crucial 

for the full conclusion of our programme of work. We would also like to thank the 

Secretariat for organizing briefings in the early days of this session. It will help provide 

Committee members with useful information regarding the various issues before them and 

facilitate saving precious time during discussions about these agenda items. 

Mr. Chairman, 

This Committee is known for producing results. The consensus principle is one of the 

fundamental bases of its proceedings. This principle was laid down by our predecessors in 

1986 in Resolution 41/213 and a generation later the EU stands ready to work in this spirit. 

Let us find solutions in a fair, open debate, respecting the other's arguments. Mr. Chairman, 

We have noted that the programme of work of the Fifth Committee will conclude on 10 

December. We believe that we will be able to conclude our work by that deadline thereby 

enhancing the quality of the already outstanding work done by all delegations. In this 

respect, I recall the important impact that timely submission of all required documentation 

in all official languages has on our discussions. The quality and speed of our deliberations 

depend on this. 

Mr. Chairman, With regard to the work ahead of us, we would particularly like to stress the 

following points: 

1. First, with regard to the current 2010-2011 Program-Budget, the EU would like to 

reiterate its long-standing position that all measures need to be taken to avoid a piecemeal 

approach that substantially increases an already agreed Programme-Budget. The EU recalls 



that the budget 2010-2011 adopted last December was at 5.156 billion dollars, an increase 

of 5.5% from the previous biennium. The add-ons to the regular budget proposed at this 

stage by the Secretariat represent a cost of more than 350 million dollars. If they were 

agreed as they are, the regular budget 2010-2011 would increase by more than 12%. The 

EU will therefore carefully scrutinize each new proposal on its individual merits, thereby 

carefully balancing the immediate needs of the organization with the imperatives of the 

current fiscal climate that exists. As a staunch defender of the principles of effective 

multilateralism, the EU will never prevent the Organization from carrying out its mandates. 

However, the EU wants to ensure that resources are used in the most effective and efficient 

way. Therefore, the United Nations Secretary-General can count on our support to carefully 

examine, today more than ever, what money is spent on and how it is accounted for. The 

EU also stands ready to evaluate the continuing method of recosting, and to explore 

alternatives, so as to make the budget even more transparent and predictable. 

2. The exercise of preparing the regular budget outline for the biennium 2012-2013 is of 

utmost importance for this organization. It should enable us to prioritise important budget 

items and give consideration as to how to include all foreseeable expenses in the biennial 

budget draft. The EU also recalls the importance of presenting reform proposals for the UN 

budget process so as to achieve greater discipline, transparency and accountability. 

3. From this perspective, the EU will continue to support Management reform processes 

such as in Human resources management, ERP and Procurement reform and efforts to 

modernise the Organisation and make it work more effectively and efficiently. Management 

reforms of this kind can be a major step towards modernization, and a way of allowing the 

Secretariat to better manage its human and budgetary resources. 

4. In December 2008 important progress was made regarding human resources 

management reform after the adoption of resolution 63/250. The staff forms the core asset 

of this Organization. Allow me also to honour those who gave their life for this organisation 

during the past 12 months. Mr. Chairman, resolution 63/250 has not yet been fully 

implemented and the EU is looking forward to analysing the reports that are presented to us 

by the United Nations Secretary-General and the International Civil Service Commission in 

this context. Human resources reform cannot be achieved overnight and the effects of each 

reform proposal need to be measured in terms of what is possible from a budgetary 

perspective.  

Mr. Chairman, 

5. The EU firmly believes that a fair and more balanced way to share budgetary 

responsibilities is essential to the effective functioning of the Organization. Ensuring the 

effective funding for the Organization is the joint responsibility of the membership. While 

the EU has and will continue to advocate the need for protecting the most vulnerable 

countries from excessively contributing to the cost of the Organization, one should 

recognize that all member states with a capacity to do so should take a larger share in the 

expenses of the Organization. There is no reason sharing the cost of the Organization 

should not follow more closely than is the case today the evolution of economic reality. That 

is why, the General Assembly, in its resolution 64/248 explicitly recognized that the current 



methodology can be enhanced. The EU is looking forward to discuss with other member 

states the best way to take forward the review of this critical issue requested by the General 

Assembly. Thus, allow me to reiterate the wish of the European Union to work with you and 

all members of the Fifth Committee in a spirit of constructive cooperation, consensus and 

collegiality during the 65th session of the United Nations General Assembly. 

* Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. + Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and 

of the European Economic Area. 


