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Mr. Chairman, I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate 

Countries Croatia* and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia , Montenegro, Serbia, as 

well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia align themselves with this declaration. 

At the outset let me thank the Assistant Secretary-General, Mr. Yamazaki Jun for 

introducing the second progress report of the Secretary-General on the Enterprise resource 

planning (ERP) project, as well as the third progress report on the adoption of IPSAS, and 

the report of the Secretary-General on the status of implementation of ICT. We also wish to 

extend our thanks to the Chairperson of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 

Budgetary Questions (ACABQ), Ms. Susan McLurg, for introducing the related reports of that 

Committee. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The European Union welcomes the Secretariat’s work so far on the Enterprise resource 

planning (ERP) project and would like to thank the Secretary-General for the Second 

performance report on ERP in response to the request by the General Assembly in its 

resolution 63/243. The implementation of ERP is an opportunity to improve the work of the 

Organisation and make it more effective and efficient through streamlined information 

management and business processes. The EU believes that sustained and long-term 

commitment will be vital for Organization-wide acceptance and realization of the benefits of 

the new system. Mr. Chairman, The European Union welcomes the work being done by the 

IPSAS Task Force in managing emerging accounting policy diversity among organizations 

arising from differences in regulatory frameworks, institutional arrangements, 

implementation mandates and modalities, business models and alternatives allowed by the 

IPSAS standards. These important steps will facilitate comparisons of financial information 

across the different organizations of the United Nations system. 

Mr. Chairman, 



The European Union recognises the importance of an Organization-wide ICT strategy in 

seeking to rationalize and harmonize Secretariat operations and structures for a better 

United Nations, with the aim of improving the overall effectiveness, efficiency and 

cohesiveness of ICT operations. Although we welcome and encourage efforts to seek further 

opportunities for synergies and for the adoption of common standards and solutions across 

the UN system, the EU will have questions about the details of the projects being proposed 

and is also wondering why this proposal by the SG is being presented to us in an off budget 

year. The EU would like to reiterate its long-standing position that all measures need to be 

taken to avoid a piecemeal approach that substantially increases an already agreed 

Programme-Budget. In this context, the European Union concurs with the ACABQ when it 

states that resources requirements for the ICT proposal currently on the table should have 

been introduced in the context of the programme budgets for 2012-2013 and 2014-2015. 

Mr. Chairman, The European Union looks forward to a constructive discussion on these 

issues in informal consultations. I thank you, Mr. Chairman,  

 


