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I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The Candidate Countries Turkey, Croatia*, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia , the 

Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, 

Montenegro, Serbia, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia, Azerbaijan and 

Georgia align themselves with this declaration. Madam Chairperson, The EU recognises the 

huge potential of ICT for sustainable, inclusive and green growth as a basis for sustainable 

development, and the role it can play in helping achieving internationally-agreed 

development goals, particularly the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The EU attaches 

high importance to the commitments and actions arising from the outcomes of the World 

Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), in particular as a tool for promoting 

development objectives under the patronage of the UN while respecting fully and upholding 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  

Two specific aspects have a major impact on development and poverty reduction: the 

functioning of the Internet – its governance – and the digital divide. Madam Chairperson, 

The EU believes that in the five years since the WSIS, the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) 

has fully demonstrated the value of the non-decision making, multi-stakeholder approach to 

addressing the public policy issues and challenges relating to the Internet while also 

advancing opportunities for access and growth, as the Internet continues to evolve and 

increase its crucial role in the global information economy. The consistently high number of 

participating stakeholders from governments, the private sector, civil society, the technical 

community, international organizations, academia and parliaments, from all world regions, 

is testimony to the value of the IGF in providing a unique meeting place. It is also evidence 

that the multi-stakeholder model is a successful one, that suits the bottom-up dynamics and 

diversity of the Internet.  

The EU thanks the UN Secretary General for his note on the continuation of the IGF, which 

has been prepared to assist the General Assembly when it takes its decision on the 

continuation of the IGF As indicated in the note, the formal consultations with IGF members 

took place during the IGF meeting in Sharm El Sheikh in 2009 under the Chairmanship of 



Under-Secretary General Sha Zukang. The EU welcomes that those consultations 

demonstrated an overwhelming support for the continuation of the IGF. The EU supports an 

extension of the mandate of the IGF for a further five years, until the 2015 overall 

assessment of the implementation of the WSIS mandated by Para 111 of the Tunis Agenda 

is undertaken. Furthermore, the EU believes that IGF should continue according to its 

present mandate, in a way that preserves its main characteristics, in particular its non-

binding, non-negotiating multi-stakeholder character. It is also vital to maintain respect for 

the provisions of paragraph 77 of the Tunis Agenda that the IGF “would have no oversight 

function and would not replace existing arrangements, mechanisms, institutions or 

organizations, but would involve them and take advantage of their expertise”. It should also 

remain “a neutral, non-duplicative and nonbinding process, with no involvement in day-to-

day or technical operations of the Internet.”  

The EU also welcome that the IGF this year has already taken up several suggestions for 

improvements which were made during the Sharm El Sheikh meeting. One important 

element is increased remote participation, which allows more stakeholders, in particular 

those with limited travel funds, to follow the proceedings of the IGF. EU notes that in 

addition to 1461 stakeholders from around 100 countries attending the fifth IGF in Vilnius, 

600 participants contributed to the IGF remotely.  

Another concern that was addressed in a new format at this year's IGF was the request to 

give higher priority to development. Capacity-building, access and affordability have 

become paramount concerns for the IGF, culminating in a dedicated main session in the 

Vilnius programme on Internet Governance for Development (IG4D). We welcome that 

ECOSOC Resolution 2010/2 on "Assessment of the progress made in the implementation of 

and follow-up to the outcomes of the WSIS" invited the Chair of the Commission on Science 

and Technology for Development (CSTD) to establish, in an open and inclusive manner, a 

working group which would seek, compile and review inputs from all UN Members and 

stakeholders on improvements to the IGF.  

The EU welcomes the preparations for the establishment of the CSTD Working Group. The 

EU is looking forward to discussing potential improvements to the IGF in the context of the 

working group. We will contribute to the work of this group in the spirit of the Tunis Agenda 

mandate and the operating modalities that have progressively emerged. In view of the 

ongoing work of the Working Group in the next 6 months on possible improvements to the 

functioning of the IGF, the EU would see merit in the General Assembly focusing its 

discussions on the question of the continuation of the IGF. The EU would, again, like to 

emphasize its commitment to the IGF process, and takes this opportunity to express 

gratitude to Kenya and Azerbaijan for offering to host further meetings of the IGF. Madam 



Chairperson, Regarding the Internet divide, the EU would like to stress the importance of 

broadband access. In this respect, the EU fully supports the recommendations of the 

Broadband Commission for Digital Development, which were presented to the UN Secretary 

General on September 19. The Broadband Commission was comprised of 58 top-level 

figures from government, industry and international agencies, including European 

Commission Vice-President Neelie Kroes, with the aim of providing broad policy guidance to 

accelerate the deployment of universal access to broadband. The Broadband Commission's 

Report highlights that broadband is a key driver of socio-economic development. ICTs have 

a huge and rapid transformational power in all socio-economic sectors and are remarkably 

cost-effective for the provision of services in areas like healthcare, education, energy and 

environment management, transport systems, government administration or trade and 

financial services. Today, there are more than 3 billion mobile phones in use in developing 

countries, compared to 224 million in 2000, and ten times more Internet users than in 

2000. This highlight the current potential for a strategic shift in the way that ICT can impact 

development.  

The EU is committed to support broadband, notably in Africa. A comprehensive EU-Africa 

framework exists for supporting the ICT sector development in Africa. This includes the 

Partnership on Infrastructures for the rolling-out of physical infrastructures and the 

complementary Partnership on Science, Information Society and Space for capacity-building 

in the areas of regulation, human resources, local content and applications. A number of 

flagship EU projects have already been launched and funding secured to support concrete 

implementation of these priorities. Let me add that there is huge potential for public-private 

partnerships in the field of broadband. The industry is ready to significantly increase its 

current level of investment for ICTs deployment, provided government invests in parallel in 

fostering the right enabling environment for market development and capacity-building.  

Thank you 


