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Ms. Chairperson, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Country 

Croatia, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates 

Albania, Montenegro, and Serbia, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, and Georgia 

align themselves with this declaration. 

The European Union is pleased to join the consensus on the resolution on “Information and 

communication technologies for development”. Regarding the point in this resolution that 

was the focus of most attention this year, the EU particularly welcomes that the General 

Assembly reaffirmed its support to the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) and its main 

characteristics, in particular its non-binding, non-negotiating multi-stakeholder character, by 

renewing its mandate for a further five years. 

The EU also welcomes the start of the process of consultations of the Working Group of the 

Chair of the Commission for Science, Technology and Development (CSTD), which is 

meeting this very day in Geneva, and which will provide the opportunity for a discussion on 

further improvements to the working methods of the IGF. 

The EU is of the opinion, however, that the resolution insufficiently highlights the positive 

assessment made by the vast majority of the Member States of the functioning and the 

evolution of the IGF since it was established five years ago. The EU believes that the 

Internet Governance Forum has fully met the requirements of the Tunis Agenda. The 

continuously high number of participants demonstrates that it has responded well to the 

expectations for it in providing a valuable platform for dialogue and sharing information and 

best practice. 

The EU particularly welcomes and encourages the trend toward increasing participation from 

developing countries in the IGF. The proliferation of national and regional IGFs also proves 

that the IGF model is useful and popular, and the EU encourages greater collaboration 

between national and regional IGFs and the Forum itself. The format and agenda of the IGF 



has successfully evolved during the past years to take into account the emergence of new 

themes and the evolution of Internet governance discussions. The potential of ICT for 

development has become a central issue of discussion in the main session of the IGF. The 

dramatic increase in remote participation, far from being a second-best option for those who 

cannot participate physically in the sessions of the IGF, testifies on the contrary to a 

creative use of ICT to ensure participation from a broader range of stakeholders, including 

from developing countries. 

In short, the IGF has amply demonstrated its dynamism and its capacity for self-

improvement and adaptation to the requests put to it. The EU believes that the IGF 

preparatory processes should remain flexible to enable it to continue to respond to new 

developments, and wishes to underline the dedication and great work undertaken by Nitin 

Desai and Markus Kummer in creating a mature, fully inclusive and comprehensive global 

multi-stakeholder forum in just 5 meetings. Of course, improvement is a constant process, 

and the EU looks forward to engaging in the CSTD working group and welcoming the inputs 

of all stakeholders in this regard. 

Thank you.  

 


