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The European Union would like to thank the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Martin Scheinin, for his 

presence here today in the Third Committee. 

Mr. Scheinin, 

This is your sixth and final report. Through them, you have explored different aspects and 

avenues of your mandate, dwelled into themes and issues concerning human rights in the 

context of countering terrorism. The EU thanks you for your valuable contributions to this 

Committee. The EU would like to ask you three questions to better understand your report, 

which indeed focuses on compliance by the United Nations with international human rights 

law while countering terrorism. Firstly, you refer in various parts of the report to the need to 

mainstream human rights throughout United Nations entities working on counter-terrorism 

related issues. Among them, you specifically mention the Counter-Terrorism 

Implementation Task Force and its working groups; noting, amongst other, that the working 

group on protecting human rights while countering terrorism has started to deliver practical 

tools to assist Member States in strengthening the protection of human rights in the context 

of counter-terrorism in selected specific areas.  

In your view, which are the major challenges to boost, multiply and sustain mainstreaming 

efforts like the one just mentioned? Secondly, in your report you remind States that it is 

imperative that any measures aimed at policing and reducing terrorism-related activities or 

content on the Internet be carried out with full respect for human rights, and that any 

restriction be prescribed by law, in pursuit of a legitimate purpose, and respect the 

principles of necessity and proportionality. This is certainly a concern that is shared by the 

EU. From your perspective, is the global trend encouraging or worrying? Could the response 

from the United Nations be more effective and, if so, how? Thirdly, you express concern that 

the centrality of the respect for human rights and the rule of law as the fundamental basis 

of the fight against terrorism as set out in the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism 

Strategy are often not translated into counter-terrorist practice within the United Nations 

system and at the national level.  



You say that the Strategy, in its focus on prevention and conditions conducive to terrorism, 

offers the possibility to stimulate a more comprehensive response, including United Nations 

agencies that traditionally have not worked in the area of counter-terrorism. Have you 

identified concrete proposals, examples or even good practices that show how this 

approach, of involving the latter agencies, can help promoting and protecting human rights 

while countering terrorism? In closing, the EU would like to underscore its firm commitment 

to the promotion and protection of human rights while countering terrorism, and, in 

extension, its full support to this important mandate. 


