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I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Turkey, Croatia1, and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia , the Countries of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Montenegro, and Serbia, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, and Georgia align 

themselves with this declaration. 

Mr. President, 

The European Union thanks the Secretariat for the comprehensive report of the Economic 

and Social Council. We meet today as we are about to engage in the review of resolution 

61/16 on the strengthening of the Council. In this regard, this intervention will focus on 

three points: 

1. The EU is encouraged by the progress in the revitalization of the Council. Many of the 

instruments put in place in recent years have amply proven their worth. 

2. While we primarily need to build upon this progress, there is room for improvement 

in some areas. 

3. Ultimately, the relevance of the Council depends on our own willingness to make it 

work. The EU is encouraged by recent experience, although here too we can do 

better. 

Mr. President, 

Looking back at this year’s substantive session, as well as the other three that have taken 

place since the adoption of resolution 61/16, the EU believes we have good reason to be 

encouraged by the progress made in revitalizing the Council. 

• The Annual Ministerial Review has over the years developed into a key high-level 

forum to discuss broad development-related thematic issues, including to review the 

implementation of the IADGs, with the participation of a large array of stakeholders. 

It has thereby become the very embodiment of the Council’s role as the principal 

coordinating organ of the United Nations in the economic, social and related fields, 



and as the place to integrate the follow-up of the major United Nations processes in 

this area. The Ministerial Declarations adopted on this occasion have become 

important reference documents. This year’s debate, coinciding with the decision to 

establish the new entity UN women, and ahead of the recent MDG Summit, 

confirmed this by providing an important contribution on the crucial issue of gender 

equality and women’s empowerment. 

• The National Voluntary Presentations, in particular, provide a valuable opportunity 

for exchanges of best practices and lessons learned, as witnessed by the high 

interest they generate, both in the number of countries volunteering to make 

presentations, as in the number and quality of the audience at these presentations. 

• The second edition of the Development Cooperation Forum confirmed it as an 

important meeting place for global dialogue on international development 

cooperation, and also provided a very useful and qualitative contribution to the 

debate ahead of the MDG Summit last month. 

• The operational activities segment and the humanitarian affairs segment continue to 

make the Council the central forum to discuss issues related to development and 

humanitarian operations, at a policy level and with a cross-cutting perspective, both 

through the resolutions adopted, as through the interactive dialogues that precede 

them. The recent resolution on System-Wide Coherence confirms once again the 

Council in this role and is another good example of the fluid distribution of tasks that 

has developed between the Council and the General Assembly in this area. 

Mr. President, 

Of course, complacency is never advisable. The EU will fully engage in the upcoming review 

of the organization of the work of ECOSOC, with an open mind to partners’ suggestions. But 

it will do so with the conviction that while there is always room for improvement, we 

primarily need at this stage to build upon progress already achieved. Let me mention here 

some particular elements that may deserve attention in our deliberations: 

• The coordination segment plays a useful role in the follow-up of the Ministerial 

Declarations, and was this year the framework for the first implementation of the 

decisions taken in 2009 on the strengthening of the follow-up of the Financing for 

Development process, utilizing fully the comparative advantages ECOSOC offers in 

terms of multi-stakeholder engagement. We could however carry further the 

reflection on the identity and function of this segment, particularly in relation with 

the general segment. 

• The general segment remains woefully overburdened, leading to superficial debates 

and hasty consideration of issues that would require more attention, as well as to the 



deferral of issues to resumed sessions that tend to clash with the agenda of other 

bodies. We should explore how to better prepare the ground for this part of the 

session, and whether some of this work, specially decisions of a more administrative 

nature, can be carried out outside of the substantive session. We should also 

examine carefully how to avoid duplication between the work of the General 

Assembly, particularly the 2d and 3d Committees, and ECOSOC. 

• The relationship with the Peacebuilding Commission, and more generally the 

consideration by the Council of the link between peace and development, certainly 

deserve more attention. Initial steps have already been taken through the 

organization of joint meetings. We should build upon these to make the relationship 

more substantial, as appropriate. 

Mr. President, 

To conclude, the EU would like to refer back to the important message from the President of 

the ECOSOC, Ambassador Hamidon Ali, in his address at the beginning of this session. While 

improvements can be made to the “hardware” of ECOSOC, that is, to resolution 61/16, the 

relevance of the Council ultimately depends on the “software”, or our own attitude to this 

body and our willingness to make it work. 

In this regard, the EU would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the President of 

the Council, Ambassador Hamidon Ali, as well as his predecessor, Ambassador Sylvie Lucas, 

for their role in steering the revitalization of the Council. The EU is also encouraged by the 

positive atmosphere that prevailed at the Spring meeting, and the spirit of renewed 

cooperation with the Bretton Woods institutions, WTO and UNCTAD, as well as by the 

constructive spirit that prevailed during the negotiations in the Council this summer, leading 

to good results and consensus agreements. 

Nevertheless, here too there is room to do even better, in line with the “musts” outlined by 

President Ali – a proactive agenda, more focused outcomes, better atmospherics, avoiding 

stale arguments. Better discipline in tabling resolutions in time, in particular, would 

contribute to alleviate some of the burden of the general segment. Better respect by the 

NGO Committee for the guiding principles for granting ECOSOC consultative status is also 

urgently needed. Mr. President, The European Union stands ready to engage constructively 

in further discussion about the organization of the Council in the coming weeks. Thank you. 


