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Mr. President, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia1, the Countries of the Stabilisation 

and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Montenegro, and Serbia, as well as Ukraine, Armenia and the Republic of Moldova align 

themselves with this declaration. 

The European Union, which participates as a single member in the Kimberley Process, would 

like in the first place to welcome the results of the Israeli Chairmanship of the KP in 2010 in 

so far as they illustrate the Kimberley Process’ capacity to address effectively new 

challenges. 

The EU notes with satisfaction that the tools that make the Kimberley Process Certification 

Scheme (KPCS) so unique have been further strengthened during this last year. The KP has 

ensured statistical transparency of diamond production and trade and, through its Peer 

Review system, continued monitoring of the Scheme’s implementation. The EU, as Chair of 

the Monitoring Working Group, encourages the continued commitment of Participants to 

scrutiny through KP review visits as well as the submission of substantive annual reports. 

The EU would in particular like to express appreciation to Berlarus, Bangladesh and India for 

having hosted review visits and to Botswana, Canada, Lesotho, Ukraine and USA for inviting 

review visits. 

The EU also welcomes the enhanced cooperation on KP implementation and enforcement 

that represents a significant step forward as it will foster greater collaboration between 

national enforcement agencies and international bodies such as the World Customs 

Organisation. This is a key area for KP action, since at the end of the day, the KPCS’s 

credibility as an international process depends on effective implementation and enforcement 

by its Participants. 



Furthermore, the EU actively supports the KP’s efforts to develop new tools in order to 

adapt to a changing environment. In this respect, the EU welcomes the development of new 

rules and procedures under the leadership of the Russian Federation and the 

implementation of new types of KP tools, such as international vigilance measures making 

use of ‘footprints’ of certain diamonds. The EU firmly believes that the consistent use of 

such tools will strengthen the KP’s ability to tackle illicit trade in conflict diamonds and calls 

on all Participants to step up efforts in this respect. The EU also supports KP actions to 

address the challenges posed by the recent development of cross-border internet trading. 

Recent rebel activity in the Central African Republic and the situation in Côte d’Ivoire remind 

us of the continuing threat that conflict diamonds may pose to regional stability and 

security. In this sense, continuing KP engagement and monitoring of diamond production in 

Côte d'Ivoire, in light of UN Security Council Resolution 1893 (2009), further illustrates the 

positive role that the KP can play in concrete crisis where production and trade of diamonds 

might affect peace and security. The KP’s dialogue with Guinea and continued engagement 

with Ghana and Liberia, under resolution 1903 (2009) enhance regional cooperation in this 

respect. This cooperation should continue, and the EU also supports engagement with non-

KP neighbours of Côte d’Ivoire so that they join in the fight against conflict diamonds. 

The most complex challenge to the KP’s credibility in 2010 related to the implementation of 

the so-called ‘Swakopmund Decision and Joint work Plan’ to address indications of non-

compliance in Zimbabwe's Marange mining area. The EU strived to play an active and 

constructive role in the implementation of the Joint Work Plan which appears as a key test 

for economic governance and stability in Zimbabwe. The EU welcomes the significant 

progress achieved by Zimbabwe in moving towards the goal of full compliance with the 

KPCS in the Marange diamond fields while noting the need for further action, notably as 

regards the regulation of artisanal mining and the prevention of systemic large-scale 

smuggling. 

The EU notes that considerable efforts were made by participants in order to reach a 

consensus regarding KP implementation in Marange and calls on Zimbabwe to continue to 

engage constructively with the KP on the basis of the draft decision presented by the KP 

Chair, that provides a workable arrangement for KPCS implementation in Marange. The EU 

further calls on KP Participants to improve regional cooperation and implement international 

vigilance measures in order to contain the flow of illicit diamonds from Marange. The EU 

stands ready to support implementation of a consensual decision as a key element to 

protect the integrity of the Kimberley process and ensure that Marange diamonds contribute 

to Zimbabwe's economic development and do not fuel further violence and human rights 

violations. 



Mr. President, 

In 2010, the international community has demonstrated its determination to act collectively 

and constructively through the Kimberley Process, as an innovative instrument to prevent 

diamonds from fuelling conflicts and, ultimately, bring a contribution to economic and social 

development, particularly in developing countries. The EU would like to express its gratitude 

to Israel for its stewardship of the Process. We now warmly welcome the DRC as the 

upcoming KP Chair and support the selection of the US as the 2012 KP Chair.  

 


