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Mr President, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Turkey, Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, the Countries of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina and Montenegro, as well as the Republic of Moldova and Armenia align 

themselves with this declaration. 

Despite many unresolved challenges in the aftermath of the global financial crisis, Africa has 

over recent years demonstrated impressive progress in the areas of peace, political 

governance and economic growth. But Africa, like no other continent, remains heavily 

affected by the challenges of food security and climate change. The Joint Africa-EU Strategy 

agreed to in 2007 forms the basis for our steadily expanding cooperation. The upcoming 

third Africa-EU Summit in Libya on 29-30 November will build on the political framework 

provided by the Joint Africa-EU Strategy and add fresh impetus for our future cooperation. 

Mr President, 

A basic premise of the EU’s partnership with Africa is the continent’s responsibility for its 

own development. Similarly, this is the core principle of the African Union and NEPAD, the 

AU’s socioeconomic programme. Support from the international community must be aimed 

at helping African institutions and African countries develop their capacities to promote 

continental, regional and national projects and to mobilise the necessary resources for the 

priorities identified. Our aim is to support Africa's own political and economic integration 

agenda, through regional trade and political partnership, and to strengthen the links 

between regional economic communities. The EU recognises the added value of the AU and 

the NEPAD programme in the definition of continental projects and as monitor of 

commitments towards African development needs, including in such areas as governance 

and agriculture where NEPAD has taken the lead with the APRM and CAADP programmes. In 

this context, we welcome the recent embedding of the NEPAD programme within the 

structure of the AU and its Commission. 

The promotion of democratic and transparent systems of government and respect for 

human rights and fundamental freedoms are key components of the Joint Africa-EU 

Strategy. The aim of the partnership in this area is to facilitate an open, broad-based 

dialogue on all pertinent issues, including human rights and the full enjoyment of such 

rights by all women, men and children. Democracy and democratic governance must form 

part of this dialogue, too. Within the framework of this partnership, the EU will soon launch 

with our African partners a joint platform for dialogue on governance, to strengthen the 



Africa-EU dialogue on a number of key issues regarding democratic governance and human 

rights. Here, one issue that I would like to draw particular attention to is the situation of 

women in Africa. Women’s rights and opportunities are fundamental for peace-building, 

economic growth, development and wellbeing and there are now a number of continental 

initiatives underway to do something with more impact in these areas, including the ongoing 

Africa-UNITE campaign to end violence against women and girls. 

Mr President, 

As part of our commitment to a strong partnership for development in Africa, the EU 

recently reaffirmed its commitments to reaching a collective ODA target of 0.7% of GNI by 

2015, channelling at least 50% of its collective aid increases to Africa. The EU also 

continues to work on improving coherence among EU policies in the areas of resource 

mobilization and more effective development assistance. Trade is a necessary prerequisite 

for economic growth and sustainable efforts against poverty. Together we must continue 

promoting a market-oriented world trading system. Access for African goods and services to 

international markets needs to be improved. A successful conclusion of the Doha Round is 

crucial and remains a top priority for the EU. The ability to seize the business opportunities 

that international trade offers also needs to be enhanced. 

Mr President,  

Health in Africa remains another major challenge for us all. Africa continues to face a huge 

burden of potentially preventable and treatable diseases, which cause avertable deaths and 

untold suffering, while simultaneously blocking economic development and damaging the 

continent's social fabric. 

We know that malaria - alongside other diseases such as HIV/AIDS - inflicts a heavy burden 

on Africa. But, as the WHO report transmitted by the Secretary General notes, significant 

progress has been made in the global fight against malaria in recent years, including in 

Africa. Countries such as Rwanda, Eritrea and Zambia have shown how long-lasting 

insecticidal mosquito nets, effective artemisinin-based treatment and indoor spraying with 

insecticide can achieve impressive results. A clear focus on effective interventions, adequate 

funding and political determination have proven to be successful. 

However, as the WHO report also notes, significant financial gaps remain despite financial 

commitments to malaria control increasing five-fold over the period 2003-2009, with a 

particularly large increase last year. As the world’s largest donor both in general and in the 

health sector in particular, the EU will continue to lead the global efforts to sustain financial 

commitments in response to malaria and will work through national governments, the 

Global Fund to Fight HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, the UN System and other relevant 

organizations and mechanisms, including NGOs. In this regard, the EU welcomes the $11.7 

billion raised through the Global Fund replenishment conference for the next three years, 

with the EU and its member states representing over 30% of this commitment. 

Combating diseases such as malaria, through strengthened national health systems, will, in 

our view, be one of the most effective ways to alleviate poverty and promote equitable and 

sustainable economic progress, We need to further invest in the health work force and build 



capacity for prevention, treatment and care, which will also help us accelerate progress 

towards achievement of MDG 4 (child health), MDG5 (maternal health) and MDG6 

(Combating HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Other Diseases). The EU continues to work closely with 

African governments to enable them to fulfil their commitment to allocate 15% of state 

budgets to health, in line with the 2001 Abuja Declaration. 

To conclude, Mr President, The EU is fully committed to support African countries and their 

people in their quest for peace, democratic governance and human rights and sustainable 

development. Partnership in these fields is a contribution to peace and stability in Africa too, 

because it addresses the root causes of conflict. The EU will continue to support the positive 

developments of the last decade. Despite slow progress in many areas, the recent High-

Level Meeting on the MDGs showed us all that achievement of the MDGs in Africa is possible 

if we accelerate our efforts for the final stretch leading up to 2015.  

Thank you. 


