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Mr President, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Turkey, Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia , the Countries of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 

Montenegro and Serbia, as well as Ukraine and Georgia align themselves with this 

declaration. 

At last year's debate on this topic the EU highlighted that discussions on health and foreign 

policy cut across two core areas which form the foundation of the entire UN system: the 

fight against poverty and the pursuit of peace and human security. A wide range of 

connections between health and foreign policy were identified in last year's SG report and 

picked up in GA Resolution 64/108. These include international coordination of efforts to 

control emerging infectious diseases and global pandemics as well as efforts to attain the 

MDGs, in particular the three health-specific MDGs. We welcome the latest SG report 

prepared by the WHO with its focus on strengthening global health and foreign policy 

coordination and coherence. We should continue to enhance our collective understanding of 

how health outcomes are affected by different aspects of foreign policy such as international 

efforts to tackle climate change, regional responses to food insecurity and international 

action to mitigate the impact of economic crises. The cross-cutting aspects of health for the 

achievement of the MDGs should be well understood. For example, it is difficult to ensure 

environmental sustainability without also addressing malnutrition created by the lack of 

access to affordable and safe food. In other words, all MDGs are relevant to improve the 

health status of our populations. Mr President, The recent High Level Meeting on the MDGs 

demonstrated the continued strong political leadership and commitment to achieving the 

MDGs and set out a concrete agenda for action. We believe that such strong political 

leadership will remain crucial looking forward if we are to achieve improved health 

outcomes, especially improvements in women’s health and tackling gender inequality. The 

EU also believes that broader partnerships such as those with civil society and the private 

sector are important for achieving the MDGs. While clearly recognizing that each country 

has primary responsibility for its own economic and social development, these partnerships 



with broader stakeholders can help address the multifaceted determinants of global health 

and accelerate progress on the health-related Millennium Development Goals. Mr President, 

Let me also briefly highlight here that the European Union believes that discussions on 

global health and foreign policy in New York must continue to build on and effectively come 

together with the substance and technical expertise handled in Geneva. The European Union 

looks forward to continuing to participate actively in discussions on global health and foreign 

policy – building on the success of the MDG Review Summit earlier this year. 

Thank you.  

 


