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Mr. President, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Turkey, Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia , the Countries of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Albania and Montenegro, the EFTA country Liechtenstein, as well as Ukraine, Armenia and 

Georgia align themselves with this declaration. 1. This year, once again, the European Union 

reaffirms its unwavering support for the work of the International Criminal Tribunal for 

Rwanda (ICTR) and the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY). 

Both Tribunals are making invaluable contributions to our shared goal of ending impunity for 

serious international crimes.  

The European Union thanks both President Robinson and President Byron for their reports, 

and commends them for their efforts in completing the work of the Tribunals. The European 

Union also pays special tribute to the work of all the staff of the Tribunals. 2. The Tribunals 

have played key roles in strengthening the rule of law and promoting long-term stability and 

reconciliation, and not only in the Balkans and Rwanda. Their jurisprudence has had far 

wider effects . Since their establishment, both Tribunals have embodied the need to fight 

impunity and the refusal by the international community to let the perpetrators of most 

serious crimes of international concern escape justice. They were forerunners in creating 

jurisprudence that is a source of inspiration for all national and international jurisdictions 

that will have to address such crimes. Their record bears that out. International criminal 

justice does exist, it prevails and, sooner or later, the perpetrators will be held accountable 

for their heinous crimes. 3.  

The EU recalls that States’ cooperation remains the cornerstone of the Tribunals' ability to 

complete their mandate, in particular cooperation in bringing those indicted before justice. 

In this respect, the EU commends the cooperation of the Democratic Republic of Congo and 

Ugandan authorities for the arrest and transfer to the ICTR during the past year of Gregoire 

Ndahimana, Idelphonse Nizeyimana and Jean-Bosco Uwinkindi. However, despite continuing 

appeals by the international community, altogether 12 accused individuals remain at large, 

of which 2 indicted by the ICTY and 10 indicted by the ICTR. The failure to arrest these 

indictees remains a matter of grave concern to the European Union. Among those still at 

large are five key indictees allegedly responsible for the most serious atrocities, including 

Ratko Mladić, Goran Hadzic and Félicien Kabuga. We call on all States, and in particular 

States of the relevant regions, to further intensify their efforts to ensure that all indictees 

are arrested and surrendered to the Tribunals. 4. The EU notes that the cooperation of 



Serbia, Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina with the ICTY has generally been adequate 

during the reporting period, although some important issues remain to be addressed. While 

there are many commendable instances of cooperation, the EU continues to urge all States 

to cooperate immediately and unconditionally with both Tribunals in full adherence with 

their obligations under the relevant UNSC resolutions regarding the arrest and surrender of 

remaining fugitives, and the transfer of any documents requested by the Prosecutor. The EU 

remains committed to ensuring that all indictees face justice. 

In this regard, the EU would like to recall that cooperation with the ICTY is essential in 

relation to the EU stabilization and association process 5. With regard to the ICTR, the EU 

notes with appreciation that the Prosecutor has held fruitful high-level discussions with 

officials of several States on the issue of cooperation with his Office, but regrets that the 

cooperation with Kenya remains a major challenge. The EU calls on the Kenyan authorities 

to engage in further discussions with the Prosecutor of the ICTR, as offered by the Kenyan 

representative in the Security Council debate on 18 June this year, on the present 

whereabouts of the fugitive Felicien Kabuga. 6. In recognition of strengthened domestic 

capacity, the Security Council in its resolutions 1503 (2003) and 1534 (2004) called on the 

ICTY and ICTR to transfer all lower and mid-level accused to competent national 

jurisdictions for trial by domestic courts.  

The EU welcomes the ongoing efforts of Rwanda, in cooperation with international donors, 

to strengthen the Rwandan legal system and its ability to adjudicate cases from the ICTR 

and expresses the hope that these reforms will permit the ICTR to transfer the cases of 

lower level accused to the Rwandan courts for trial and thus allow the Tribunal to complete 

its work. The European Union confirms its commitment to support activities aimed at 

strengthening the capacity of the Rwandan judiciary. 7. The European Union regrets that 

there has been further slippage in the completion timelines due to a number of factors, 

some outside the Tribunal's control, including the late capture and transfer of fugitive 

indictees. The EU urges the Tribunals to continue to identify further measures to complete 

their work as efficiently and promptly as possible. However, the completion of the Tribunals' 

work should be done in an orderly manner and not affect the quality of their adjudication 

and due process. We acknowledge the importance of adequate resources and retaining 

qualified staff to enable the Tribunals to complete their proceedings as soon as possible. 

However, at the same time, it is important that the Tribunals use their available resources 

as efficiently as possible.  

The EU further welcomes the progress on residual issues by the Security Council’s Informal 

Working Group on International Tribunals, including the preparation of a draft resolution 

and draft statute on the establishment of a residual mechanism. We highly value the open 

and transparent work of the informal Working Group under Austrian chairmanship on those 

issues. We stand ready to work with the Security Council to find the most appropriate and 

cost-effective solutions to the issues of legacy and residual functions. The EU also supports 

the idea of the establishment of Information Centers in the countries of the former 

Yugoslavia and in Rwanda to facilitate access to the public records of the Tribunals by the 

interested public.  

Thank you Mr. President. 


