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Mr/Madam Chair, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I have the honor to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Turkey, Croatia*, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia* and Iceland+ the Countries 

of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia, 

Azerbaijan and Georgia align themselves with this declaration. 

1. Transnational organised crime is a threat to peace and security worldwide. It undermines 

democracy and the enjoyment of human rights, it hinders legitimate economic activities and 

we all agree that it obstructs the development of sustainable, stable and safe societies. It is 

very clearly a global phenomenon and therefore the EU is convinced that it should be 

tackled in a holistic and integrated manner at national, regional and international levels. The 

only way to face this cross-border threat is through improved cross-border law enforcement 

and judicial cooperation. 

2. A crucial tool for EU international cooperation is the Stockholm Programme, which was 

approved as the follow-up of The Hague Programme in December 2009. The aim of this 

Stockholm Programme is to create an area of freedom, security and justice within the EU by 

stepping up our joint efforts in the area of civil protection, police and customs cooperation, 

judicial cooperation in civil and criminal matters, asylum, migration, visa and border control. 

However, this Programme is not merely internally oriented. The EU is fully aware that, in 

order to succeed, it needs to deepen its partnership with third countries. The EU is therefore 

committed to intensifying cooperation with partner countries by developing mechanisms to 

facilitate police and judicial cooperation, as well as on migration and border control issues, 

for example. 

3. The EU considers the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organised Crime 

and its Additional Protocols to be the primary tools for global international cooperation. We 

therefore call for the universal ratification and full implementation of these instruments. We 

look forward to the Fifth Session of the Conference of the States Parties of the UNTOC which 

will take place later this month and we believe that the Special High-Level Meeting of the 

General Assembly earlier this year was very useful to build the momentum towards that 

Conference. International cooperation is a key element to fight efficiently against 

transnational organised crime and the EU calls on all States to fully use the potential of the 

UNTOC to this regard. The EU advocates a strong and effective review mechanism that will 

enable the Parties to obtain reliable and consistent information concerning their 

implementation of the Convention and its Protocols with the view to identifying gaps, 

highlighting successful experiences and good practices as well as technical assistance needs. 



Mr Chair,  

4. One of the most hideous forms of transnational organised crime is human trafficking 

because it is an affront to human dignity and constitutes a gross violation of human rights. 

The EU remains determined to fight it forcefully and also in this area international 

cooperation is crucial. The cornerstones of that cooperation are the Convention against 

Transnational Organised Crime and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking 

in Persons, Especially Women and Children. 

5. Recently we adopted a Global Plan of Action against Trafficking in Persons, which drew a 

lot of attention to this shameful crime. The EU hopes that this momentum will encourage all 

UN Member States to renew their efforts to prevent and combat human trafficking and take 

steps to advance the ratification and implementation of the UNTOC and its Protocols. The EU 

hopes that awareness of this serious crime will be raised within the whole UN system, the 

business sector, civil society and the media. 

Mr Chair,  

6. I also want to mention the threat that corruption poses to the health and integrity of our 

governments, administrations and societies. Corruption, both in the public and private 

sector, is detrimental to good governance and sustainable development. Therefore the EU 

welcomes the high number of States Parties to the United Nations Convention against 

Corruption and we were satisfied that the Third Session of the Conference of the States 

Parties created a review mechanism. Three elements of this mechanism are essential for the 

EU: the participation of the civil society, the country visits and the availability of country 

review reports. We are convinced that this mechanism is a breakthrough in our common 

fight against corruption. 

7. Another scourge of global scope is terrorism. The EU Member States condemn terrorism 

in all its forms and the fight against it, while respecting human rights, international 

humanitarian law and refugee law, is a priority for the EU. The EU remains fully committed 

and ready to contribute to the implementation of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy. 

We believe that we need to involve all stakeholders in our efforts, including civil society and 

the private sector, especially in the fight against radicalisation processes and terrorism 

financing. On this account the EU remains a staunch supporter of the CTITF because this 

Task Force is the principal UN body to oversee the coordinated and integrated 

implementation of the Global Strategy. 

Mr Chair,  

8. A last issue that I want to tackle is the drug problem. This is another complex problem 

that impacts the political and socio-economic stability of our societies and it has to be 

tackled from many different angles. Therefore the EU is convinced that we need an 

integrated, multidisciplinary, mutually reinforcing approach that strikes the balance between 

reducing the drug demand and the drug supply, based on the principles of shared 

responsibility and proportionality. The EU is particularly worried about the development of 

drug consumption within countries of production and transit, as this recent trend contributes 

to making the problem even more acute. 



9. It is clear that this means that we have to cooperate closely and the EU recognises the 

important role of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in coordinating that 

cooperation. The EU wants to emphasise the central role of the International Drug Control 

Treaties and welcomes the almost universal adherence which they enjoy. The EU also 

reiterates that the fight against drug abuse and drug trafficking must be in full respect of 

fundamental freedoms and human rights. 

10. The EU remains convinced that in order to reinforce the struggle against the drug 

problem in various regions, initiatives should be taken to build institutional capacity and to 

improve skills and experience of national experts in all areas of drugs policy, including in the 

health sector, law enforcement and the judicial sector. 

11. With the view to achieve a balance in drugs policy, the EU calls on all Member States to 

strengthen their demand reduction efforts. Drug demand reduction policies should aim at 

preventing drug use, facilitating access to treatment and rehabilitation as well as offering 

effective measures to reduce the adverse health and social consequences of drug abuse. In 

particular the continued global spread of HIV/AIDS and other infectious diseases among 

injecting drug users calls for the implementation of effective measures to prevent and treat 

HIV/AIDS in this group. 

12. In this regard, the EU welcomes the report A/HRC/14/20 of the Special Rapporteur on 

the right to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health and the outcome 

document of the High-level Plenary Meeting at the sixty-fifth session of the General 

Assembly on the Millennium Development Goals. We want to welcome the commitments in 

Millennium Development Goal 6 in this context. 

13. In conclusion, Mr. President, transnational organised crime poses many different threats 

to our societies and the EU engages to tackle each one of them, in close cooperation with 

the UN and all the Member States and always in full respect of fundamental freedoms and 

human rights. 

* Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. + Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and 

of the European Economic Area 


