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Mr. President, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Turkey, Croatia*, and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, the Countries of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, 

Azerbaijan, Armenia and Georgia align themselves with this declaration. 

Mr. President, 

Afghanistan has been on the agenda of the General Assembly for the past three decades. 

Many Afghans remember their country as a stable and tolerant nation on the crossroads of 

cultures and civilizations - some even speak of a golden age. We come here today in the 

conviction that this will not just be the country's past. Afghanistan's best days are still 

ahead. 

The past decade has seen a concerted effort by the international community and 

Afghanistan to turn the country around. It is not just the Afghan people who stand to gain 

from a stable, free and prosperous Afghanistan; we all do. Tackling global and regional 

threats like terrorism, militant extremism, illicit narcotics and transnational crime also 

means being engaged in Afghanistan. Both the heart and the mind compel us to do our part 

- it is an expression of humanity and a security interest for all of us. 

During the past year, the partnership between the international community and Afghanistan 

evolved to a new phase. It is quite fitting, that after international conferences in places such 

as London, Paris, The Hague, Bonn and Moscow, we finally ended up in Kabul itself. After 

the London Conference in January had set out the strategic framework and a series of 

important commitments, the Kabul Conference then outlined how these commitments would 

be fulfilled by the government of Afghanistan and the wider international community. The 

Kabul Conference was a milestone on Afghanistan's road towards enhanced ownership and 

leadership. The European Union welcomes today's resolution, which accurately reflects this 



new relationship between Afghanistan and the international community and we thank 

Germany for successfully facilitating the informal consultations. 

Mr. President, 

While resolutions, communiqués and action plans are important in this nation-building 

effort, ultimately it all starts and ends with the aspirations of the Afghan people themselves. 

Their hopes and dreams, their needs and concerns should take centre stage. The recent 

parliamentary elections contributed to this. They contributed to Afghanistan's 

democratisation. Many Afghans, among them more women and young people than before, 

took great personal risks to perform the empowering and emancipating act of casting their 

ballots. Hopefully, the new parliament will now perform well and be responsive to the 

people. The elections were not perfect, but we have seen progress in how key Afghan 

institutions functioned. Lessons have been learnt from previous elections. There is 

nevertheless still room for improvement. However, it is not for the international community, 

but for the independent Afghan authorities, and in the end the Afghan people, to judge 

whether these first Afghan-led parliamentary elections were transparent, inclusive and 

credible. We now await the finalisation of the complaints process and the announcement of 

the final results in due course. 

Mr. President, 

The Kabul Conference not only established a new relationship between the international 

community and the government, but also between the government and the Afghan people. 

And, like citizens around the world, the Afghan people expect results from their 

government. They expect safer streets and roads, not just during elections, but in everyday 

life. Afghan men and women expect their human rights to be respected and justice to be 

done. Afghans expect a government that fights corruption harder and focuses more on 

creating jobs for the people. And they expect their government to deliver basic services like 

health services and education. Living up to these expectations constitutes a daunting 

challenge, but the government is not alone. The international community is there to help. 

The European Union will do its part to help the government deliver. The Lisbon treaty has 

made us a better partner. More unified, more cohesive, more coherent. Implementing our 

2009 Action Plan, we will sharpen our focus and support the government's policies 

especially when it comes to good governance, rule of law and development. 

Let me make a few quick remarks on these three areas. First, good governance. We support 

President Karzai and his government as they fight corruption and improve the management 

of Afghanistan's finances. In this context, the EU will play its part in channelling more 



funding through the Afghan government or multi-donor trust funds. Second, the rule of law 

sector. Here, the EU will continue to fulfil an important role through its police mission 

EUPOL. Third, development, an area where the European Union is spending more than one 

billion euros a year. Many development projects depend on private security companies for 

their day-to-day operations. That is why we welcome the recently reached understanding on 

these companies and look forward to the results of the joint committee working on it. 

Mr. President, 

In the short run, security is a precondition for development. The European Union continues 

to assist the government in fulfilling that peace and security precondition. This goes 

especially for the political challenge of reintegration and reconciliation and for the ongoing 

phased transition to full Afghan responsibility for security. In the long run, the relationship 

works the other way around and development is a precondition for security. For long-run 

stability, we need more prosperity and less poverty. 

Mr. President, 

The European Union's commitment to Afghanistan is for the long term. Transition does not 

mean immediate withdrawal. We will continue to work side by side with the Afghan 

government and people and with other partners in the international community. Of course, 

in addition to the government of Afghanistan, one of our most important partners is UNAMA, 

which we firmly support in its coordination role. Hopefully, as security is established 

throughout Afghanistan, UNAMA will be able to establish its presence in more areas of the 

country. For the implementation of its ambitious, refocused mandate, UNAMA has a well-

qualified leader in Special Representative of the Secretary General Staffan de Mistura. All of 

us are working towards the same goal: a more stable Afghanistan. An Afghanistan where 

the authorities can take charge of security responsibility and where long-term development 

and diversification of the economy can take place. Achieving this goal will be challenging. It 

will not be easy to live up to the expectations of the Afghan people. Nevertheless, as they 

say in that beautiful country: "There is a path to the top of even the highest mountain." 

* Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 


