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Mr. Chairman, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation 

and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Montenegro, Serbia, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, and Armenia align 

themselves with this declaration. 

Let me start by addressing the issue of the requests for exemption under Article 19. The EU 

has and will constantly stress that the payment of assessed contributions in full, on time 

and without condition is a fundamental duty of all member states. Nevertheless, the EU 

acknowledges that, for reasons beyond their control, some member states may, at times, 

face genuine, temporary difficulties in fulfilling their annual financial obligations to the UN. 

Once arrears have accumulated, multi-year payment plans seem to be an effective tool to 

help member states to reduce their unpaid assessed contributions. The EU therefore 

encourages member states requesting an exemption to simultaneously present such a plan 

as a sign of their commitment to the Organization and their obligations towards it. It is 

rather unfortunate to see that on the one hand there still are member states with arrears 

whereas on the other hand no new multi-year payment plans have been submitted in recent 

years. The EU would like to recall the past experience of the successful implementation of 

multi-year payment plans adopted by Georgia, Iraq, Niger, the Republic of Moldova and 

Tajikistan. 

The EU recognizes the considerable efforts made by those member states. The EU would 

also like to commend Liberia for its continued efforts to make regular payments under its 

multi-year payment plan. The EU regrets that Sao Tome and Principe has not made 

payments since 2002 and has fallen short of implementing its payment plan. Nevertheless, 

Mr. Chairman, the EU stands ready to endorse the recommendations of the Committee on 

Contributions that would permit the following countries to vote in the General Assembly 

until the end of the 65th session of the UNGA: Central African Republic, Comoros, Guinea-

Bissau, Liberia, Sao Tome and Principe and Somalia. Mr. Chairman, let me now turn to the 

other part of the report of the Committee on Contributions, namely its annual review of the 

methodology of the scale of assessments. 

The EU firmly believes that a fair and more balanced way to share budgetary responsibilities 

is essential to the effective functioning of the Organization. Ensuring the effective funding 

for the Organization is the joint responsibility of each Member State and while the EU has 

and will continue to advocate the need for protecting the most vulnerable countries from 



contributing to the cost of the Organization beyond their capacities to pay, one should 

recognize that all member states with a capacity to do so should take a larger share in the 

expenses of the Organization. There is no reason sharing the cost of the Organization 

should not follow more closely than is the case today, the evolution of economic reality. The 

fact that the current methodology does not mirror this reality is clearly demonstrated by the 

consensus with which the General Assembly adopted RES 64/248. 

The EU stands ready to discuss together with the other members of the UN and with the 

help of the CoC the validity, impact and current relevance of each and every element of the 

current methodology. It is important to think about implementing the wider review agreed 

last year in RES A/64/248. Although this session of the UNGA is a non-scale year it is clear 

that given the resolution the Assembly adopted in December 2009 this is not and cannot be 

a business-as-usual situation. The resolution (adopted by consensus) decided to review, at 

its earliest opportunity, all elements of the methodology of the scale of assessments. This 

clearly goes beyond consideration of this year’s CoC report, and we look forward to the 

review being taken forward in due course. What is at stake in all this is the idea that 

effective funding for the Organisation is the joint responsibility of the whole membership. 

Effective, sustainable and equitable funding of the UN Organization is an important element 

of global governance and effective multilateralism. The EU believes that this idea is essential 

to the effective functioning of this Organisation. 


