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Mme Chairperson, 

I have the honor to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Turkey, Croatia*, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Iceland , the Countries of 

the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Montenegro, 

Serbia, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia align themselves with this 

declaration. 

At the outset, the EU would like to thank you for your personal commitment and hard work 

as Chair of the Second Committee during this session. We extend our sincere gratitude to 

the members of the Bureau, as well as to the Secretariat. Your dedication, as well as the 

spirit of cooperation of all delegations, has resulted in a successful and timely completion of 

the Second Committee's works. In particular, the EU welcomes the special attention given 

during this session to the improvement of the working methods of the Second Committee. 

We are encouraged by the adoption of this decision by consensus and by the active 

participation of all delegations in the discussions that led to it. It is a modest though positive 

step in the right direction and it provides with a sound basis to continue our efforts during 

next sessions of the Committee. These small steps, in conjunction with our collective 

commitment, can make a real difference in terms of improving the quality and added value 

of our work. In this regard, it will be important that the Second Committee continues to 

comply with existing rules and to be guided by recommendations and mandates adopted by 

the General Assembly, most notably in its resolution 64/301 on the revitalization of its work, 

as requested by the decision we just adopted. The EU also welcomes the decision to 

improve practices for the submission of draft proposals, particularly those regarding 

meeting deadlines, as well as those that provide for more concise, focused and action-

oriented drafts. These measures, together with those that allow for a more efficient use of 

our time, such as the reduction of the number of side events, will surely contribute to 

enhancing the quality of our work. Finally, further efforts will be needed to enhance the 

relevance of the Second Committee agenda and to keep it up to date with current 

challenges and realities in the area of economics and sustainable development. We regret 

that existing General Assembly mandates to rationalize the Committees' agendas, such as 



provisions that allow for the biennialization, triennialization, clustering and elimination of 

items, have not been fully incorporated in this decision. It will be important that this issue, 

together with other related matters raised in your non-paper of 29 September, continues to 

be considered by delegations and is adequately taken up by the next Bureau of the Second 

Committee.  

Thank you very much.  

 


