
President,  

Excellencies,  

Delegates, 

I would like to thank the President of the General Assembly for organizing this High-Level 

Segment on the right to development. As the Belgian Deputy Prime Minister in charge of 

Development Cooperation I strive towards sustainable and human-rights based development, 

as it is enshrined in the Agenda 2030, and I believe there is a clear link between the 

commitment of States to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and the right to 

development. 

This right to development is not about charity but about enablement and empowerment. 

Empowerment of an individual is in the first place a responsibility of the State to which the 

individual belongs: only an enabling environment supported by democratic and good 

governance can lead to human development in the long run.  The right to development is an 

individual right: everyone is entitled to participate in, contribute to, and enjoy economic, 

social, cultural and political development, in which all human rights and fundamental 

freedoms can be fully realized.  

So the right to development can only be achieved if at the same time all other rights are 

promoted and improved, such as freedom of expression and association, political freedom, 

absence of all forms of discrimination, quality education, decent work, access to health care 

services as well as other socio-economic rights.  

I am convinced that this is the only path to achieving all the SDG’s we agreed upon last year. 

Belgium is committed, both internally and externally, to the implementation of Agenda 2030.  

A specific priority in Belgium’s development efforts is the synergy between digitalization and 

development. The role of digitalization and innovation for development becomes more and 

more clear, also in the least developed countries - where Belgium has committed to focus at 

least 50% of its official development aid - and countries in fragile contexts. Digitalization 

provides massive opportunities for increased efficiency. It is a tool for progress. 

At the same time, we must recognize that the distribution of the benefits of digitalization is 

still largely uneven, that these benefits are largely in favor of the already better off.  

Therefore all international actors – governments, international institutions, the private sector 

and civil society – should adopt an all-encompassing and all-inclusive approach. This includes 



paying special attention to the respect of human rights in the supply chains of those digital 

technologies. The benefits of digital should be benefits for all. No-one can be left behind. 
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